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2 Cor. 10. 12, 15, 16, 18. For wwe dare not male ourſelves of the Number, or cg 
our /e les with forme that commend themſelves : but they meaſuring themſelves by them- 
felver, and comparing themſelves among themſelves, are not Wiſe.---Not boaſting of 
Things without our Meaſure, of other Men's Labour, in another Mast Line, | 10 

of Things made ready to our Hand, Far, not he that cemmendeth himſelf is approved. 1 
* whom tht Gord commendeth. 4 
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To the Reverend Mr. George Whitefield, &c. 
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Reverend Sir, 


E have received your Anſwer to our Teſtimony, and 
have read it, we hope with unprejudic'd Attention. We 
agree with you in thinking, that tbe great Governour of 
the Church beckoned to you by his Providence to Anſwer for + 
your ſelf. And we apprehend he had done ſo long before our Teſti- 
mony «was made publick. But we cannot per ſwade our ſelves, that your 
Anſwer is ſuch a one, as this great Governour might juſtly have expec- 
ted, in fome important Inſtances. 

Yov think our Charges «gainft you are ill grounded. e ſtill be- 
lieve, that we had good Reaſon for them all, when we publiſſi'd them ; 
and that you have done but very little to remove the Reaſons, by which 


4 almoſt am of them were ſupported. Let us confider the ſe vera] Articles 
in the Fear * God, and try if we can't get nearer to one another in our 
Sentiments. | 


Tux firſt Thing we charge you with is Entbuftaſm. This we take to 
'be a Charge -of an higher Nature, than perhaps People are generally a« 
ware of. They who are unacquainted with the Hiſtories of former Ages, + 
and ſo ſtrangers to the Miſchiefs which Enibufaſm hath often brought up- 
on both Cates and hure bes, may be tos apt to think it a pretty harmileſs 
Thing and may fancy an Euſbuſſaſt ick Turn to be an Junocent Ria⁰t, 
o which none but ꝑ ood Men are liaule. But. all who.duly conider the 
matural Tendency of this caft of Mind, and ate acguainted with the o 

an 
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* ragious Acts of Wickedneſs, which Men have been frequently led into 
228 15 cannot but dread and ſet themſelves vigorouſly to oppoſe its very 
pearancee. : 2 
Ii we conſider e Natare of Enthuſiaſm, which is to make a Man 
imagine, that almoſt any Tho't which bears ſtrongly upon his Mind 
(whether it came into it by Dream, duggeſtion, or whatever other Way) is 
from the Spirit of God; when at the ſame Time he hath no Proof that 
it is; it will plainty appear to be a very dangerous Thing. For if a Man 
, believes the Tho't which bears upon his Mind, to be from the Spirit of 
God, he muſt think it his Duty to conduct himſelf agreably to it. And 
yet if he hath no Proof, that ſuch a Thot is from the Spirit of God, it 
may be, for any Thing he knows to the contrary, only the Off ſpring of 
his own-Brain, or perhaps a Suggeſtion- of the wicked One. And yet ſo 
long as he believes it to be of divine Original, he muſt ſubject his Rea- 
fon to it; and if any Text of Scripture ſeems to thwart it, it will be 
ſtrange, if he don't force ſuch a Meaning upon that alſo, as ſhall! make it 
| correſpond with the Suggeſtion which he believes to be from God. So 
that a Man of an Exthufraftick Turs is likely to have but little Help in 
his Conduct, either from his own Reaſon or from the Holy Scriptures, 
whenever a Tho't. from ſome other Quarter ruſhes ſtrongly. into his 
Mind, or lieth much upon it. And what Wonder will it be, if Men in 


ence, and concerning Faith have mace Shipwrack in a mot ſurpriſing 
er. 5 T9 

Aud ſuch hath been found by fad Experience to be. the Fruit of Ex- 

- thufraſm, in all Ages of the Chriſtian Church. But we, hall only men- 
tion two or three Inſtances, looking, no farther back than the Times of 
the happy Reformation from, Popery : Soon after the Beginning of which 
aroſe in Germany, about the Years 1322 and 1524, Nicholas Stork, 
Thomas. Muxcer, Henry. Pfeiffer, and others, uho under the Conduct of 
Dreams, Impulſes of the Spirit, and at length Piſions, declared, That 
Luthers carnal and licerab Goſpel was worſe than the Pope; | cried down 
Books and the Letter of Scripture, and ſaid the Spirit was Leader and 
Rue co Believers; called Chriſtian Magiſtrates: New- Teſtament Taſk- 
Maſters; and to pull them down and bring all Men upon a Level, 


Hundred Thoufand Perſons. 7, 
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ſuch a Cafe, are led os inſenſibly, till they have put away a good Conſci- 


ſtirred up ſuch a cruel Civil War, as colt the Lives of more than one 


*. _— a "REFERS 4 
af. ene ate wh 0 


__ — 


D'S DB HH UYT”PEODSO s- r 


* 
” 
Ss 


N E — 


: 
d 
1 
* 2 
* 


. 


Me. Groger War rzrrrro. 


AnoTHER ſurprizing Inſtance of the violent Influence and mifchies 
vous Effect of an Enuthuſiaſtick Spirit, was ſeen in our own Nation, 
Anno 166+ among the People then called Fifth Monarchy: Men. 

Txxss being intoxicated with the Notion of a New Monarchy ta be 
fet up, in which Cbriſt was 1o Rule, and the Saints only were to exerciſe 
Dominion under Him, got a Declaration printed, entitled, A Door cf Hope 
opened; in which they ſaid, that they would never ſheath their Swords: 
till Babilon, as they called Monarchy, became a Hiſſing and a Curse, and 
there be left neither Remnant, Son, nor Nephew: That when they had 
led Captivity Captive in England, they would go into France, Spain, Ger- 
many, &c. and rather dye than take the wicked Oaths of Supremacy and 
Allegiance : That they would not make any League with Monarchiſts, 
but would rife up againſt the carnai to poſſeſs the Gate, to Bind their 
Kings in Chains, and their Nobles in Fetters of Iron. In Purſuance of 
this Declaration, on the Lord's Day Evening, Fan. 6th. 1660, 61. hav- 
mg been fully animated by the Sermon, which hinted to them, that 
they had been praying and preaching, but not ating for God; they fallied 
out, about fifty of them, well armed, from their Meeting: Houſe, into 
the Streets of London; killed a poor innocent Man, who, upon Demand, 
had anfwered, He was for God and the Ring; deſperately fought, and 
routed great Part of the City Frain'd Bands, who had taken the Alarm; 


and then march'd off, and retired to a Wood about two Miles from the 


4 
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1 City: On Wedneſday Morning they returned into Zondon again, being 
' affured by their Leader, that no Weapon formed again them ſhould proſe 


per: Therefore they might look npon the Example of Gideon. It was the 
fame Thing ts God, whether be ſaved by Few or by a Multitude. And 


now, after having been once difperſed, they gather'd again, and fought 
with ſo much Fury, that they ruffled ſome Train'd Bands, and repelled - 


the King's Horſe Guards, who came to aſſiſt them. And tho” at hft 


they were with much ado overborn by Numbers, yet they could not be 
fubcucd, till near half of them were killed upon the Spot. They who . 
were taken, blaſphemouſly pleaded, that if they were deceived or miſled, 

*was God who deceived them. And Venner, a Wine-Cooper, who bac 


been both their Preacher and their Leader in thefe defperate Encounters, 


after” Sentence pronounced againſt him, when the Lord Chief Fuftice 
ſerioufly charged him with the Blood of his unhappy Accompfices, re- 
plied with the true Spirit of Zn1bu/ia/m, that it wär not be, Put Teſts 
that led them. F— We have mentioned theſe fad Inſtances of the outra- 
— | 3 : TY? = ragjous 

Vid. Echard's Hiſtory, P. 285. * 


6 
; gious ARs of Wickedneſs, to which Men have ſometimes been led by 
an Entbufiaſtick Temp:r, for the Warning of thoſe who dont fo weil 
now, as you, Sir, ought to do, the ex:ream Danger of ſuch a Turn-bf 
Mind. | 
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A LETTER i the Reverend 


Notice of but one Inſtance more, among the Mulcitades 


Which might be rehearſed ; for hardly any Age of the Chriſtian Church 


hath paſſed without them: And tho? the Inſtance which we thall now 


pitch upon, did not end ſo tragically as the two already mentioned; 


yet Enthuſiaſn in this proved as deſtructive to Faith, as it did to a 


dad - Conſcience in the two former. And we the rather ſpeak of this, 


- becauſe the World hath never yet had any publick Account of it. And 


we our ſelves very ſenſibly felt its ill Effe&s, in the Society under our 
Care, not more than Ten Years ago; when a Gentleman, who had been 
permitted to teach the French Tongue in the College, where he had be- 


haved himſelf to all Appearance unblameably, at length began to give- 


too much heed to certain Dreams, which he ſuppoſed to be of Divine 
Orginal. And when once he had gotten: his Imagination thoro'ly heated 
with theſe, he ſoon began to fancy himſelf favoured frequently with 
Viſions too; and theſe ſometimes attended, with articulate Voices to inſtruct 
bim in the Divine 
* 1nduftriouſly, tho? with as little Obſervation as he could, endeavoured to 
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Meaning and Deſign of them. Upon this he very 


propagate among his intimate Friends, ſeveral ſtrange and pernicious 
Doctrines; ſuch as the unlawfulneſs of Magiſtracy among Chriſtians, 


and conſequently of any temporal Puniſhments for evil Doers, from 
Men; that Puniſhment from God in the Future State would be ſure 
not be eternal, nor any other, nor perhaps more, even for a Time, than 


What wieked Men now ſuffer in this World, by being abandoned to 
che outrage of their own and others Paſſions, Cc. That a ſanding Mi- 


niſtry, Ordinances, the Chriſtian Sabbath, and Social Worſhip, were all 


without Warrant from the-New-Teſtament : That, beſide our bleſſed 


Lord of the Tribe of Judab, who was in his Account but a meer Creq- 
iure, (if not a meer Man) there was quickly to be expected a /econd | 
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"Tpoken of Gen. 49. 24. And the Perſon lite the Son 
: Daniel ſauy in the Night Viſions, to whom there was given Dominiom and 
Glory, and a Kingdom, &c. that this Perſon was then in Being; that he 


had been often preſented to him in Viſion, and was one whom he knew 


Maſſab of the Tribe of Ephraim, who is the Shepherd the Stone of 1/rael, 


of Man, whom 
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"Mr. GOR WrrterreD®., 7 
very well, And tho? he declined telling who he was, under Fretente of 
wanting a Permiſſion for it; yet, by many Circumſtances it appeared 
highly probable, that he himſelf was the Manz in his own Conceit. Nor 
was his being by Birth a French Man, an Odjection of Force enough to 
be ſet«in Oppoſition” to his + heavenly - Viſions 3 for Multitudes: inthe 
World (as he ſaid): are undoubtedly of 1/-ae!iti/h Extra, ho are not 
known to be ſo, either by themſelves or others. And ſince the Poſteri- 
ty of Jacob have utterly loſt their Genea/ogies, it was impoſſible that 
Ben Epbraim ſhould know his own Deſcent, otherwiſe than by Revela- 
tion; or be able to make it out to others, but by the Gifts of Pro- 
pheſy and Miracles. 

At o theſe Gifts, he once and again before very credible Witneſs, de- 

clared, chat he knew by Revelation he ſhould Mony be endued wich 
from on. Higb, in as great a Degree as ever the Apoſtles were, to. ſay 
nothing more. 

Tu xsx extraordinary Things Monſeur did not broach all at once; 
but by lictle and little; the moſt plauſible of them, or rather ſome plau- 
ſible Deductions from them, firſt, and only to ſuch (as to uſe his-own 

Expreſſion) he found of a teachable Spirit; till at length the Secrets were 
' imparted to too many to remain ſuch any longer. 

Tus Propagator of them now waxed bold, profeſſed the ſtrongeſt 
Aſſurance imaginable of- the Divine Original of his Dreams and Viſtas, 
and of the ſacred Truths of thoſe Doctrines and Interpretations 'of Serip- 
txre which he had by theſe Means been led into; and ſometimes: went 

- fo far as to declare, that if the Event ſhould prove theſe Things to be 
Deluſions, he ſhould doubt, for his part, whether God had ever made 
any 'Revelations at all to Men. 

Wr ſoon perceived, that too great a Reſpect was paid, by ſeveral ia 
our Society, and elſewhere, to his Pretences to Yifions and Revelatioans; 


that one ol his greateſt Confidents began to be favoured with Viſions too, 


in his own Conceit; and that others were in ſuſpence; whether he might 
not be a Teacher ſent from God; and waited with ſome Impatience to- 


ſee him begin to prove his Miſſion, and were likely to take up- with 


- Evidences {light enough. 
As the Gentleman's Notions were now no longer Privacies; it ſoon 
2 „that they had been induſtriouſly ſpread by ſome, among their 
Friends, in Places far and near; that many People's Minds were greatly 
moved 
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moved with them; and ſtrange Apprehenſiors and ExpeRations raiſed, 
ef what theſe Things would come to. 1 6 
_ It” would be beſide our preſent Buſineſs to relate by what Means, 
thro” the.good Providence of God, it was at length made manifeſt, thas 
theſe; high Pretences to extraordinary Divine Communications were all 
meer. Delufions z and ſo the Minds, of People again | quieted. 
I would be of more Importance to remark, | what was the End of 
theſe Things with reſpect to the Enibußaſtick Gentleman himſelf 5 name- 
Iy, That, when he began to be exalted above Meaſure, with the abundance 
of. his imaginary Revelations, he withdrew- himſelf entirely ſrom the 
public Worſhip of God, which he before diligently (and ſb far as ap- 
peared) devoutly uſed. to attend; and he has ſince returned to the Idola- 
tries of the Church of Rome, from which he had profeſſed himſelf a 
fincere Convert. | | | 
AxvD now, Sir, having had ſuch a flagrant Inſtance, ſo very lately, 
among ourſelves, of the pernicious Tendency of an Enibuſiaſtict Turn of 
Mind ; you. cannot wonder at it, if we are alarm'd ourſelves; and if we 
give faithſul Warning of their Danger to our Neighbours, when we ſee 
any Man of publick Character and Influence giving heed to Dreams, 
Suggeſtions, Impulſas, &c. as from the Spirit of God, without being able 
to prove them to be of ſuch Original. And this, Rev. Sir, you. muſt 
give us Leave to tell you, we ſtill think to be your Cafe, notwithſtand- 
ing all you have ſaid in your Letter to us, to clear your felt from the 


arge. | d oi Foides 

: We ſhall ſpeak firſt concerning your Dreams, the fit ſt ob which yon 
Mention in your Life, P. 12. and is, 4ba# you was 19. ſee God on Mount 
Sinai, but was afraid to meet him. We ſhould not have tho't this worth 
our Notice, theo“ you apprehended it deſerved a Place in your Account 
. of God's Dealings with you, if it had not been followed with: others, a 
which an Enbu/iaſtick Temper appears more evidently. We are far 
from blaming you for making a pious Improvement of the Surprize 
which this Dream might give you: But if it made a great Impreſiion up- 
an peu, (as you ſay it did) becauſe you believed it to be a Divine, and 
not a Natural Dream; then we think you fondly imagined gbat to be 
from the Spirit of God, which you could rut prove to be ſo; but on the 
contrary, before you publiſhed your Lite, had ſufficient Evidence that 
jr was not. For the Dream had not then, after ſo many years been 
verified; and we are perſwaded that you did not then believe, that it 
ever would; and therefore had no Realon to think it to —_— the 

ter: 5 | | | IT14 


S + «a &a 


. oa as AMS nat & Qs 


a I 


— 


I. Gröner Wurd. 5 
Spirit of God, who is the Spitit of Truth z but had Reaſon enough t0 
conclude the contrary, 

Yovr next Dream you give us the following Account of in your 
Life, P. 39, 40. © I prayed moſt earneſtly, that God would open a 
« Door for me to Viſit the Priſoners here alſo. [at Glouceſter] Quickly 
« after I dreamt, that one of the Priſoners came to be inſirufted 7 me.— 


The Dream was much impreſſed upon my Heart. In the Morning 
„ went to the Door of the County Goal, I knock'd, no Body came 
eto open it, I tho'c the Hour was not yet come. I waited ſtill upon 
„God in Prayer; and in ſome Months came a Letter from a Friend at 
* Oxford, defiring me to go to one Pebworth, who had broken out of 
* Oxford Goal, and was retaken at Glouceſter :—As ſoon as I had read 
this Letter, ic was ſeggeſted to me, that my Prayer was now anſwered. 
« Immediately I went to the Priſon, aſſuredly gathering that the Lord 
& called me thither * Rp pdage | 

Tr 1s Dream, you ſay in your Letter to us, P. g. was no farther a 
<« Reaſon of my going thither [to the Goal] than as. it was a Means of 
«« exciting .me to purſue the reaſonable Inclination I had before. And 
« ſubſequent Providences made me afterwards judge that God directed 
« the Dream for that Purpoſe.“ tc, e et 

Urox this Account of the Matter, we would obſerye, that here are 
the ſtrongeſt Appearances of your taking this Dream to be from God, before 
you could have any Reaſon ia judge it fo, from ſubſequent Providences —— 
For you was more influenced by this, than by the Dictates of your 
own Reaſon and Conſcience. You acknowledge that your [nclination to 
vifit the Priſoners, was a regſonablè one before. you had your Dream. And 
you prayed moſt earneftly that God would open a Door for it: And 
when you had commended the Caſe to God, and had begged his Help 
and Bl:ffing on your Endeavours, what hindered you from purſuing 
your reaſonable Inclinationßs? What need of waiting for a Dream or a 
Suggeſtion to excite you to that, which you was inclined to upon good 
Reaſon (as you tho't) already? Would the Goaler have denied you Ad- 
mirtance, if you had aſked it, till you could come to him with the Au- 
thority of a Dream, or a Suggeſtion? And yer you fat ſtill till you 
Dreamt, That one of the Priſyners came io be inftrudted by ou: Upon 
which away = go in the'Moraing, And did you not at that Time 
(as well as afterwards) afſuredty gather that the Lord called you thither ? 
But you don't teif us of this, becaufe when you came to the Door of 
the Goal and knocked, behold, it was a meer Dream, of Natural and not 
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of Divine Original; For no Body came to open 10 you! However, you 
ſeem to have ſettled" it in your Heart from this Dream, that there was 
an Hour app>iuted by God, for your viſiting the Priſoners ; but that it 
was nt yet come. And your coſlecting this from your Dream, together 
with your paying more Reſpect to That, than to the Dictates of your 
Own Reaſon, plaioly ſhews, that you then imagined the Dream to be 
from God, before you had Reaſon to judge it fo, from any ſubſequent 
Providence. For the Event hitherto was directly againſt ſuch a Sup- 
ſition. | 

gow you fat ſtill” again, without any appearance of Reaſon for it, 
whole Months together; and probably would have continued ſo to do, 
notwithſtanding your reaſonable Inclination to viſit the poor Priſoners, 
if it had not at length been ſuggeſted to you, hat your Prayer was now 
anſwered. And pray, Sir, why might you not as well have told your 
Readers, that it took you in the Head to fancy ſo? For what Reaſon 
have you to think, that, you might not at twenty other Times, during 
the Months wherein you far ſtill, have as eaſily obtained Admiſſion, and 
done as much Good among the Priſoners, as after you ſay it was g- 
eſted to you, that your Prayer mas now anſwered? We believe you will 
hardly tell us, that you conſulted the Word of God on this Occaſion, 
* and was from thence as plainly directed at that Time to fit ſtill, not- 
« withſtanding your Dream, till it ſhould be ſuggeſted to you that your 
* Prayer was anſwered, as tho* you had conſulted the Urim and Thum- 
mim which was upon the High Prieſt's Breaſt, as you affirm every 
*< fpiritual Reader of holy, Writ may be directed at all Times, in your 
Sermon of Searching the Scriptures, P. 146, 147. —But if you ſay 
this was the Caſe, we expect you ſhould tell us, what that remarkable 
Paſſage of Scripture was, which gave you ſuch clear Direction in theſe 
. minute Circumſtances. And till you produce the Paſſige, and ſhow how 
you drew the Knowledge of your Duty from it, you muſt not take it 
amiſs if we conclude, that you governed yourſelf in this Aﬀair much more 
by a Dream and a Suggeſtion, than by your own Reaſon and the Word of 
God. And that this Dream, as well as the former, was from the work- 
ing of your own Imagination, and not from the Spirit of God. For did 
the Priſoner, who was preſented to you in the Dream, come for Inſtruc- 
tion then, or not till ſome Months after? If he came for Inſtruction to 
be given ſome Months after, why did you go to the Priſon the next Morn- 

1 came for preſent Inſirufion, the Event ſhewed that it was not 
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On Dream more you give us an Account of in your Life, P. 43. 
One Night you Dreamed. that you was talking with the Biſhop in his Palace, 
and that he gave you ſome Gold, which chinked in your Hands. Upon 
which we obſerve, that tho” it may be true (as you tell us in the fame 
Page) that before the Biſhop ſent for you, you always checkt the ſtrong 
Perſwaſion which frequently rofe in your Mind from this Dream, that 
you ſhovld ſhortly go to his Lordſhip ; yet it is certainly true alfo, that 
afterwards when you wrote the Account of Gods dealings with you, you be- 
lieved this Dream to have been from God. For you- expreſly fay, 
Before I converſed with his Lordſhip, God was pleaſed to give me previous 
Notice of it, by this Dream. And therefore whatever you mighc 
do before, yet when you publiſh'd your Life, you tho't this Dream to 
have been from the Spirit of God. But upon what Evidence? Surely 
the Biſhop's ſending for you ſome Time after, and giving you Money, 
and the Money's chinking in your Hands, are no fatisfa&tory Proofs of 
it. For can you be certain, that the Biſhop had not told fome Body gr 
other what he intended to do ? and that this Dream was not thereupon 
excited by Satan to enſnare you, and lead you to pay more reſpe& to 
Dreams, than they deferve ? _—— 

Urox the whole, the two laſt of your Dreams, it is manifeſt, you 
tho't to have been from God, without having any Proof of it. And it 
is highly probable from ſeveral of your Expreſſions, .that you tho't ſo of 


the firſt alſo.—You conducted yourſelf according to your two firft 


Dreams; and if you check'd the Impreſſion which the laſt made upon 
you, it could be only becauſe you was not ſo ſtrongly perſwaded of its 
Divine Original then, as you was aftefwards, when you publiſh'd it to 
the World. So that we had ſufficient Reaſon to ſay, as we do, P. 4. 
That it is Mr. Whitefield's Manner to conduct himſelf according to his 
Dreams: Not in the general Courſe of your LIE, as you ſuppoſe we 
mean (for we never imagined: you had Dreams enough for your Conduct 
in that) but when you happen to have a Dream, which makes a great 
Impreſſion, you have ſhown yourſelf very apt to fancy it to be from the 
Spirit of God, tho“ you have no Proof of it, and to conduct yourſelf ac- 
2 and have thereby plainly diſcovered an Extbufiaſtick Turn of 
nd. 

AnD now, Sir, dots it make you appear any Thing leſs Euubuſiaſtirt, 
that you have not put one Dream in your Journals, and another in your 
Sermons, but have told them all in your Life? It not, why do you ſeem 
to complain as if we had done you ſome Wrong, becauſe we ſay, From 
X ** theſe 
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«+ theſe Pieces [namely his Life, Journals and Sermons] it ts very evident 
& that he uſed to govern himſelf by Dreams? But if you had been pleaſed 
to add, as we ſaid a few Lines before, Or ſome unaccountable and ri- 
«+ diculous Impulſes and Impreſſions on his Mind,” there would have ap- 
peared no Ground for your Complaint. For with theſe Things your Jour- 
nals and Sermons abound as well as your Life. And indeed we ſhould 
have been loath to charge you as an Enibuſiaſtick Perſon, only for your 
Dreams, whatever Pieces they might appear in, ſince you mention no 
more than three; if you had not given ſo many other Indications of the 
ſame Turn of Mind, by the numerous Inſtances of Suggeſtioms, Impulſes, 
Impreſſions, &c. which occur ſo frequently in your Writings, and to 
which we next proceed. | | 
Now concerning theſe, we have ſaid, P. g. It is plain that he uſually 
„governed himſelt by ſome ſudden Impulſes, and Impreſſions on his 
„ Mind.” And we add, that we have one Inſtance which may ſatisfy 
++ us, that his firſt ſetting out in his Itinerant Buſineſs, was (from what ? 
Not a fadden Impulſe: We don't ſay fo; but) from an Enthy/taftick 
«« Turn of Mind.” And why were we ſatisfied of this? Why, becauſe 
you ſay to your Friends, Journal from Landon to Gibraltar, P. 3. 
the ſole Motive which induced me to leave my Native Country, was 
<* full Canuic tian that it was the Divine Will I aud. What Reaſons 
can urge for this Perſwaſion is needleſs to mention. What ſeems 
* Reaſon to me, may not be deemed fo by another. Let it ſuffice 
4+ 20 inform yau, that after earneſt Prayer for a Year and an batf? that 
4. if he Deſign was not of God, it might come to nought, tho' trong- 
«+ ly ſollicited to act in 2 contrary Manner ; I found my ſelf as eagerly 
< bent on going abroad as ever.” — You ſeem to ſuſpect, that what other 
Reaſons you had to urge, would be deemed of no Weight by your 
*beſt Friends; and therefore would have them reſt ſatisfied with this, as 
the miſt important Thing you had to offer, that you found yourſelf 
eagerly bent on going abroad, notwithſtanding all Solicitations to the con- 
trary, and your own Prayers to God. And is this a good Rule, or is 
u not rather high Enihyfa/m, to judge of the il ꝙ God, and expect 
that others ſhould do fa too, by the eagerz:ſs and objhimacy of arr Inclina- 
tions? And the more Time you took to conſider of the Step you was 
about'to-wke; the worſe it makes your Caſe; if after all, your great 
Reaſon to think it the Will of God that you ſhould go abroad, was, 
chat you ſtill found yourſelf as ergeriy bent upon it as ever. 
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Ir we haye been miſtaken. in ſuppoſing, that you was now ſetting 
out upon your [itinerant Bufineſs, when you was only going to Georgia, 
with an Intention to ſettle there; we-truſt you will eaſily forgive us this 
Wrong 3 ſince, if you was going abroad under a full:Convition that it 
was the Will 7 Cad you ſbould, doi jo, becauſe: you ſou nd yourſelf eagerly 
bent upon it, t e Charge of. Enthn/ia/m ſor this will be but very ſutle at- 
fected by the Place, or. the Buſinels for which: you was going! Ol what 
Conſcquence is it, whether you was going abroad to Itinerate, or to'Settle, 
if the Conſideration whigh carried. you, and which made you think it 
the Will of God, was this, that you found yourſelh eggerly bent upon going, 
and that you had been ſo a long Time? But if it cannot be fairly de- 
termined, as you ſay, P. 6. Whether your firſt ſetting out upon this 
< Itinerant Buſineſs, was from an enthuſiaſtical Turn or not, till you have 
% publiſh'd an Accouut how you was induced to ſet out upon it;“ we 
think it can much leſs be determined, on the other Hang, that you had 
any Warrant ſrem God, to act in ſuch an extraordinary Manner, till you 
have fairly told us what it was. And therefore we think, that you 
ought not to be encouraged by any in your preſent Practica ; and that 

ou ſhould be willing to ceaſe from uf ' ſelf, till you have publiſh'd 
bat Tra, which hath been promiſed fo, many Years ſor our Satisfaction, 
chat you have a Call from Cenis the-Bulineſs, of Rineranc ,n 

"It Jeers t us ſtrange prepoſterous. Management, ſor any Man to go 
about from one Province and Colony to another, Year after Year, 
ating, ay a8. extraordinary Officer ol. Chriſt, and never ſhew) all the 
while, what Warrant, he hath from the. Word. of, God ſo to do but 
only, intimate, that as ** be finds Freedom in himſelf, and Leiſure from 
* his Miniſterial Employ, hereafter he ſhall; relate how God led him in- 
* to his preſent Way of acting,“ as you ſpeak in your Life, P. 49. Is 
not this juſt, ſuch Conduct, as might be expected from any bold Deceiver, 
who was conſcious to himſelf, that he could, give no Account of his pre- 
ſent Way of acting, which, would bear Examination ? Should any Mari 


Deme from Eng/agd, into 4he Flantalians, under Pretence of a ſpecial 


Commiſſion from his elent Majeſty King George, whom ve heartily 
pray God long to preſer ve and proſper z..ſhould ſuch a Perſon go where, 
and act what he, pleaſed, From. Year to M car, under Pretence, of Auchos 
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3 rity from Juch Y cy dawnaÞ, eſpecially Gfficers,: wha 


ih thruſt him 


preſumed to oppoſe him, as Loyal to ther King; ſbhould he frequent- 
e the Bubaels of other Officers, who — 


0 have held Commiſſions from * King for 10, 20, or 30 Tears, and 
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i have been faichfyl in their reſpective Fruſts; and ſhould he 
People off from Time to Time, who ſuſpefted his Authority, and fay, 
How enn any one determine fairly, whether my ſetting out to act in 
* this Way was of mine on Head or nat, till I ha ve iſhed how 
*% {-was\ induced to in but a8 I find Freedom in myſelf, and Leiſure 
from the Kings Buſineſt, hereaſter, God wifling, F ſhaft produce my 
* Commiſſion ;* cd any Body be frmple enough not to fee chro? 
fuch Management? Or -would any loyal Subject of the King dare to 
encourags or ſupport fuch 4 Man, in ſuch a Coorſe of B:taviour, for 
fave or fix 'Years tegecker d [RELAY JUG E802 CRE St: | 
Los go on and aſu us, N. thy If I fay I went to Bed with unuſual 
Tho'tr and Convifvions, how is this am Inſtance of my attributing” any com- 
mou Turn of ny Mind" ts o Motion of the boſy- Siri? We Anſwer, be- 
eaule what you call The'ts and Convickions, are nottring but ſuch 


Turns of Mind, and Workings of ; as are rommon in entbuſiaſtical 
— — . ve welb enoogh for 57 x gun 


ay to the. new Inflance,” © | 
Bur you obſerve conceming” this, that © we draw an Inference from 
*, vin Is" that{every' Rr, which carme to his View, was received 
Way the N of the- ew. "and he pleinly- fhews: timmelf as much 
« directed by-this Why” ig out the Wir of God, as he calls it, 
was the dl Heathen wete by" their Series Himerice; Virgitane, 8&c.— 
Upon which you demand, Now doth this prove, that” every Scripture 
* which ename to my View: was recei vet ag the Bir Kit, &c? I thimk 1 
„ montiemedd only the Hart of Jannb and the 2 rtf of Aen. —Here you © 

don't deny; that you rereived 15 Prov Phytions of Sriptute as the Bats 
Ip! of the ; "bur only! 1 ; that two Inſtances are not enough 
0 proves that you received! curry Krim fo, Wich came to your 
View Could you imagine, Si, that we'intended the Würd every in a 
firi& abſtiute Senſb, any trore than our bleed Eordt did, when he ſald, 
Nveacht che Goſpel to every*Crtature'® AH chat we'nminne was only, that 


* wat your frequent Practice to receive ſuch᷑ Scriprures; as came to your A 


View, after this Manner: And this was all that the Argument before 
us required; You; by your Silence, aloe it to be ctue of the two fjrſt 
Iaſtaaces given; and we immeditely ſubhoined a third, and tho't three: 
Inſtances — for imen of your Cultory” in this Matter, —If _ 
ve had mentioned all the Examples of this Sort, which occur in your 
foam we muſt have tranſcrided a conſiderable Fart of ſome of out 
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gur you ſeem to think our third Inſtance not pertinent to our Pur- 
ſe. The Inſtance, as it ſtands in your Journal from Savannah to Eng- 
En, P. 38. is this, The Doctor of our Ship took up the Comm 
« Prayer Book, and obſerved, that he ed upon theſe Words, Bleſſed 
& be ite Lord God of Tirael, for be bath viſited and redeemed bis People. 
„ And indeed (ſay you) he has, for about 8 O'Clock our Men faw 
Land.“ You take ſpecial Notice of the Doctot's obſerving, that be 
opened upon theſe Words; and upon it you make the Application above- 
mentioned. Here again you don't deny, that you tho't yourſelf direed 
by this Scripture in finding out the Will or Purpoſe of God, as the old 
Heat ben, were by their Sortes Homerice and Virgiliaue, which was what 
we atledged this Paſſage to prove: But you only-aſk, ©* How is this a 
« full Inſtance, when theſe Words did not appear to my View at all, but 
«the Dv#6r*?”*— But of what Conſequence is it, whether this Scripture 
was br&t to your Mind by feeing it your ſelf, or by hearing another 
read it ? Your Application of it, is what proves your Entbufaſick Turn, 
You might very piouſly ſay upon Sight of Land, The Lord bath viſited 
and rediemed bis People, tho* not in the Senſe in which theſe Words are 
uſed by Zacharias, Luke 1. 68. Bur if you took the appeazing of theſe 
Words to the Door, at his Jeff ogening the Book, to be a previous Nd- 
tits from God of 'your approaching Deliverance ; then you uſed the 
Scriptures in this Caſe, jult as the ol Heatbens frequently did Homer and 
"7 | 


To tell us upon another Occaſion, P. 12. „that you dont think 
that holy venerable Man of God, Dr. Increaſe Matber, would have 
«*blarned you.” But we are perſwaded he would have blamed you for 
this. In a Diſcourſe conterning Angelical Apparitions, the Dr. fays, 
P. 29. Concerning one Drabicius, a Proteſtant Moravian Miniſter, 
* could not but take Notice of one Vanity in him, which I am unwil- 
„ling to paſs by without a, Remark, viz, that he would ſnatch up the 
Bible, reſolving that the firſt Place which he lighted; on, ſhould be 
«the Anſwer to his Doubt. Thus to make a Foriune Boot of the bleſ- 
« {ed Bible, is a very unwarrantable Cuſtom, however practiſed by many. 
«It is indeed a Pagani/a Cuſtom, the Heathen did, in that Way, ule 
« Divinations. When Septimius Severus was in Doubt concerning: his 
obtaining the Empire, he would know his Fortune by trying what 
«Verſe in Firgit he ſhould firſt light upon, Which happened to be that 
«ZEneid, 6, Tu reggre rio Popules, Romane Memento. Such Per- 
* ſons imitate that Sort of M ucberaft, which of old was known by the 
9 9 
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* % Name of Sortilegium, more than becomes Chriſtians to do.“ This was 
the Judgment of that holy venerable Man of God, Dr. JIncr:a/e Mather 
{under whoſe Wing you ſometimes ſecm deſirous to ſhelter your ſelf) 
r . ii... - 
Tov proceed, P. 7. and ſay, That we lay ſomething. more to 
«© your Charge, namely, that you ſometimes ſpeak as if you had Com. 
& munications directly from the Spirit of God.” Upon which, you aſk, 
"whether „it is a Crime for a B-liever, much more a Miniſter of Jeſus, 
« to ſpeak of his having Communications directly from the Spirit of 
God? We Anſwer, by no Means, if you intend Communications 
of Grace and Comfort. And this appears to be your Meaning, by your 
following Tnterrogatories ; ' How are Believers ſealed? How is the 
Divine Life begun?“ &c. * een | 
But if you had duly obſerved the Inſtances mentioned by us, you 
would eaſily have ſeen, that they were Communications of a very differen 
fort which we blamed you for ſeeming to arragate to, yourlelf, 424 
ſo vou might have ſpared your Queſtions, which tend only to amuſe 
arid miſlead your Readers. — The Inſtances we cited were uch as theſe, 
Journal from Savannah to N. E. P. 68. LA of the Lord was 
pan me. Journal from N. E. to Falmouth, P. 6. The Syyrit. of the, Lord 
ave me Freedom, till at length it came down like a mighty ruſbing Wind 
od many other Ike Inſtances might be mentioned: 2 hen you tell 
us, chat you was filled with the Holy Ghoft ; That the Lord endued you 
with Power from on high; That the Holy Spirit gave you Ullzrance, and 
chat others received the Holy Ghoſt immediately upon hearing you preach 
Chriſt;—Now, Sir, you doubtleſs know very well, that all hal Ex- 
preſſions are uſed in the Scriptures to ſignify (principally, at leaſt, if not 
only) the Communication of miraculous Gifts from the Spirit of God. 
And therefore we cannot but think it a very dangerous abuſe, of 
Scripture Language, for you to ſpeak ſo frequently, in ſuch a Style, of 
the Communications from the Spirit of God to you. Tr looks too much 
as if you did it on Purpoſe, to lead weak People to think more high- 
iy of you, than they ought to think; to lead them to imagine, that 
wa "are endued from on high with, thoſe miraculous Gifts, which theſe 
| Expreſſions always denote, when they are uſed in the, Scriptures, And 
we think*you the more o blame in this, 'Becabſe it is what 125 have 
been told of long; ago, and yet have made no Alteration in your Man, 
tier of Writing; but in the laſt of ha Gorge which we have ſeen, 
e ec 29 apply es 50/29, The frongeſt Expreſſions which the 
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New-Teftament any where uſes, to ſignify the Commurſcation of iracu- 
lous Gifts to the Apoſtles, or others. And you tell us, in ſuch Language, 
of Communications from the Spirit of God to you, much oftner than we 
'* read of them in the New- Teſtament concerning any, or all the Apoſtles of 
our Lord. We ſhould be glad, Sir, if you would help us to account 
for this Part of your Conduct, without ſuppoſing either frong Deluſion, 
or a very oftentatious Temper, or a very ill Deſign to lie at the Bot 
> tom of it. 
. Ad Alx, you obſerve (P. ibid) that we © bring a freſh Accuſation 
L againſt you; that ſometimes, and indeed very frequently, you (in a 
e moſt Eathuſiaftick Manner) apply, even the Hiftorica! Parts of Scrip- 
> « ture to yourſelf, and your own Afﬀairs.?——The Inſtances we wen- 
> tioned were, that which occuts in your Journal from Savannah to Eng- 
land, P. 28. when you was conſulting God by Prayer, whether it 
was his Will that you ſhould go to England, thoſe Words were re- 
> © markably preſſed upon you, that when Feſtus was returned, the Peo- 
pie gladly received bim, for they were all waiting for bim.“ This you 
> took (as appears by the Reflection you made upon it) to be a Direction 
to you from God to go to England. And again, that P. 42. where you 
make your being brought ſafe to Carrizholt land to be a Fulfilment of 
= thoſe Words of the Apoſtle Paul to the Mariners, As 27. 26, How-. 
4 beit we muſt be caſt upon a certain Iſland. It was ſuch an Application as 
K this of the Hiſtorical Parts of Scripture to yourſelf and your own Affairs, 
'F concerning which we ſuppoſed you appeal to the Experience of 
3 « every ſpiritual Reader of holy Writ, whether or no if he conſulted, 
the Word of God in this Manner, he was not, at all Times, and at all 
= * Seaſons, as plainly directed how to act as tho? he had conſulted the 
„„ Urin and Thummim which was upon the high Prieſt's Breaſt,” Sermon 
= (of ſearching the Scripture) P. 246.— Now you don't tell us that we have 
7 Miſtaken you; and that it was ſome other ſort of Application of the 
Hiſtorical Parts of Scripture, which you intend; but you endeavour to 
2 juſtify ſuch Applications as theſe by alledging, that all Scripture (in- 
X cluding the Hiſtorical as well as Doctrina]! and Preceptive Parts) is 
= given by Inſpiration of God, and is profitable for Doctrine, for Ræ 
7 &c.” And that the Hiſtorical Parts of Scripture were written far 04 
XxX Admonition, upon whom the Ends of the World are come. But pray, Sir, 
bow do theſe Texts, or any which you further offer, prove, that becauſe 
IJ when Jeſus was returned, the People gladly received him, therefore it was 
eur Duty to leave your Flock at Savanngp, and return to Ere/#:;4? or 
E " how 
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how do they. prove that your 715 bro't into à /afe Harbour, was a 
Fulfilment of the Prediction and Hiſtory of the Apoſtle. Pau?s $hip- 
wreck? May not theſe Paſſages of Scripture be profitable? May not 
forms; Leſſons of Piety or Wiſdom be learned from them? And yet 
the Applications you have made of them to,; yourſelf, and your [own 
Afiirs ive no Foundation but in an heated Fangy 2. ? 
Ix you lay, that you was led into ſuch Applications of the Hiſtorical 
Parts of Scripture, by their being ſtrongly preſſed upon your Mind; we 
then hearyly recommend to your Conſideration, the prudept Advice of 
the venerable Dr, Colman, in his Letter to Mr, Williams, upon reading 
the Confeſſion and Retrabigtions of Mr. Davenport, P. g. Let ſuch, 
«(ſays he, as may be lining too much to. Impulſes from particular 
* Texts of Scripture, ſuggeſted to them with Gloſſzs- quite foreign to the 
s dire&t, plain, and true Senſe of the Place; let ſuch take Warning 
* from Mr. Davenport, and learn, from, his ſad Experience and ſorrow- 
ful Teſtimony, to apprehend themſelves in great Danger of being led 
<* aſtray, by hearkening to Impulſes or Impreſſions as a, Rule of Conduct, 
„ whether they come #vith or without a Text of Scripture.” 
We: ſhall only add upon this Head, that when you appeal to the 
«Experience of every dpiritual Reader of holy, Writ, whether or no, if 


« he conſulted the Word of God in this Manner, he was not at all Times 


«* and at all Seafons as phioly directed how to act, as tho' he had con- 
4 ſulted the Urim and Thummim which was . the High Prieſt's 
« Breaſt ;” and when in a following Paragraph of the ſame Page, you 
extend this plain Direction to all Circumſtances, and Places, tho? never 
* ſo migute, never fo particular?“ We apprehend theſe to be Scretches, 


beyond what might reaſonably have been expected from any Proteſtant 
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Miniſter, or ſober Chriſtian.ä— You know, Sir, that the Anſwer of God 3 * 


by Urim and Thummim, was not uncertain and ambiguous, like the Hea- 
then Oracles, but clear and determinate, 10 that none could miſtake or 


differ about the Meaning of it; whereas the Directions which you have 1 
fetch'd from "the Hiſtorical Parts of Scripture, are ſuch, as none beſide © 


gourſelf can Jee to be contained in them. — Again, the Anſwer by Urim and 
Thummim was concerning important and not minute Matters; and it was 
infallible ; whereas you cannot but ſee from the very different Sentiments 
of ſincere Chriſtians, in many leſſer Points both of Doctrine and Practice, 
wherein you have no Reaſon to doubt but they ha ve conſulted the Word 
of God in the beſt Manner they can, that after all, they are not infallibly 
directed, as the Mcaelites were, When they conſulted the Urim and Thum- 
mim about important Affairs. | In 
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Ix fine, to pretend that every ſpiritual Reader of holy Writ, if he con- 
ſults the Word of God right, ſhall be directed in all Circumſtances, tho 
ever ſo minute or particular, as the {/raelites were by Urim and Wummin, 
is to aſcribe to every /Ptritual Reader, who is not wanting to himſelf in 
conſulting the Word of God, ſuch an r»fallible Direction as the Church of 
Rome it felf never claimed. For the In/all:bility which the Romaniſts 
arrogate to their” Chitrch, is no more than this, that thro' the Aſſiſtance 
of Chriſt and his Holy Spirit, it cannot err, in any Dactrine of Religion; 
in other Matters, eſpecially minute ones, they readily allow it may: 
Whereas you will not allow the ſpiritual Reader of boly Writ to be left 
to err, ſo much as in à Circumſtance, tho“ ever ſo minute, ever ſo ar- 
ticular; but affirm, that if he conſults the Word of God in the Manner 
you preſcribe, he ſhall be at al! Times as plainly direſted, as tho? he had 
conſulted the Urim and Thummim at the High Prieſt's Breaſt, If there. 
were not many other Evidences of it, we think that this alone would 
be à full Proof, that you, Sir, are not at al! Times ſo directed, even. 
in the Dofrines which you preach, print, and take a little Time to reviſe 
and correct for a new Edition.“ | 

You go on, P. 8. to mention our blaming you for ſaying, * that. 
to talk of any having the Spirit of God without feeling it, is in reality 


„to deny the Thing it ſelf.“— The Rev. Preſident, we ſuppoſe, will 


take a proper Notice of what you offer upon this Occaſion, in his ſol- 
lowing Letter to you: And therefore we ſhall only obſerve as briefly 
as may be, 

1. THAT you lay great Streſs upon an Expreſſion, which the Scriptures. 
rather diſcourage; than countenance the uſe of. When our bleſſed. 
Lord ſays, Luke 24. 39. Handle me, for a Spirit bath not Fl:/h. and Bones, 
don't he intimate, that a Spirit is not 10 be felt ? 

2. You yourſelf own the Expreſſion of feeling of tbe Spirit to be 
Metaphorical, and not Proper. —Why then may not another believe 
all the Truth which you do about the indwelling of the Sgirit, and the 
Believers perception of it, and yet not like to expreſs his Sentiments by 
ſo groſs a Metaphor as feeling? Why ſhould it be tho't as incredible as 
the Doctrine of Tranſubſtanttation, for a Man to have the Spirit of God 
dwelling in him, and to be fatisfied he has it too, and yet chuſe to 
expreſs his Perception of it, by a proper, rather than a Metaphorica! 
improper Word? Eſpecially, when the very frequent uſe of that Me 

| . phorical 


— — 
— 


Vid, Pref, to Edition in 1741. 
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phorical Word, and the laying great Streſs upon it, hath led many weak 
People into groſs Apprehenſions of the Spirit of God, and its Operations; 
as if their perceiving a great. Commotion of their own animal Spirits, 
was a feeling of the Spirit of God. Is it not high Time to lay aſide 
the ordinary Uſe of an improper Word, when the frequent Uſe of it is 
found by fad Experience to be attended with ſuch unhappy Effects, as 
we ſuppoſe the Preſident will ſhow you in his following Letter ? Will 
you dare to ſay, that every Man is deſtitute of the Spirit of God, who 
don't feel it, juſt as we feel the Bread and Wine in the Lord's Supper? 
If not, why can you no more part with the Metaphorical Word feel, 
than you can believe the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantzation? _ _ | 

3. Ir when you ſay, that 4 talk of having the Spirit of God, without 
feeling it, is in reality to deny the Thing it ſelf, you intend, that no Man 
"can have the Spirit of God, unleſs at the ſame Time he perceives it as 
fully and certainly, as he does any Material Subſtance, when he handles 
and feels it; if this be what you intend, (as appears highly probable 
from your contending ſo earneſtly for this Srong, however improper Ex- 
preſſion) then we ſay, you mean by it, to advance a Doctrine contradic- 
tory to the unerring Oracles of God. For doubtleſs the Man who 
feareth the Lord, and obeyeth the Voice of bis Servant, hath the Spirit 
of God dwelling in him: And yet ſuch a Man may walk in Darkneſs 
and have no Light, and therefore not be as certain that he hath the Spirit 
of God, as he is that he feels a Piece of Matter when he hath it in his 
Hand. 

Bur you tell us, P. 9, that “ ſuch a Way of ſpeaking and writing 
is very common amongſt the moſt eminent Divines, as well as the 
« Articles of the Church of England.” We ſhall not minutely criticiſe 
upon your Dito here, or upon the Grammatical Conſtruction of ſome 
other Paſſages ;. but only obſerve, that you have not proved the Truth 
of what you affirm, by the inſtances you have alledged. The /ingle 
Inftance you produce from the Articles of the Church of England, to 
prove the frequency of this Way of writing in thoſe Articles, ſpeaks of 
ſuch as feel in themſelves the Working of the Spirit of Chriſt ; Mr. 
Gutbrie ſpeaks of feeling tbe Love of God ſhed abroad in the Heart; and 
Mr. Baxter, of feeling the Evil of Sin, and the Forth. of Holmeſs. But 
none of them ſpeak of feeling the Spirit of Cod it ſelt; as if that was 
a proper Object of the Senſe of Feeling. And much leſs do they ſay, 
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© That for a Believer to be fatisfied that he hath the Spirit of God'dwel- 
« ling in him, and yet not feel it, is as incomprehenſible, as the Doc- 
e trine of Tranſubſtantiation.“ If any ſhould think the Expreſſion 
with which your Quotation from Mr. Guthrie concludes, is too near akin 
to your own Way of ſpeaking ; we only ſay, it is ſo very groſs, that we 
hope- he never uſed it more than once We have not obſerved the 
Writings of that pious Man to be full of ſuch Expreſſions. And if «© your 
« Compoſitions are full of them“ (as you tell us, P. 10) we ſhould hope 
that by this Time you would be ſenſible, that you have little Reaſon to 
glory in them; were it not that your Mind muſt be faſt ſhut up, and 
barred againſt Conviction, that you have been miſtaken, or done amiſs, 
ſo long as you vainly imagine, that if you do but make an Appli- 
* cation of every Thing you read in Scripture to your own Heart, you 
« are at all Times and in all Circumſtances, tho? ever fo minute or par- 
© ticular, as plainly directed, as tho* you had conſulted the Urim and 
% Thummim.” | 

AND your maintaining this Principle only, which you affirm in the 
ſtrongeſt Terms, is, we think, enough to enable you to determine very 
eaſily, what you ſay, P. 11. you © cannot determine; namely, what 
*,Tendency your Writings have to make People think, that you have 


as familiar a Converſe and Communion with God, as any of the Pro- 


0 phets and Apoſtles, and ſuch as we all acknowledge to have been un- 
der the Inſpiration of the holy Ghoſt.” For beſure none of them 
ever pretended ** to: be directed how to act, at all Times and in all 
Circumſtances, more plainly, than if they had conſulted the Urim and 
Thummim which was upon the High"Prieft's Breaſt.— It can therefore 
only ſerve to amuſe your Readers, when you affirm, P. ibid. © that you 
„would not have undertaken to preach the Goſpel for ten thouſand 
Worlds, had you not been fully perſwaded that you had a Degree of 
that Spirit, and was admitted to a Degree of that holy and famihar 
*+ Converſe and Communion with God, which the Prophets and Apoſtles 
were favoured with, in common wilb all Believers.” For you know 
very well, Sir, that we blame you not, for pretending to bat Conver/+ 
and Communion with God which is common to all Believers ; but for lead- 
ing your Readers to think, that you are favoured with ſich Converſe 
and Communon as was peculiar to the Prophets and Apoſtles, as they were 
inſpired Perſons. And what Tendency your Writings have to do this, 
we have very fully manifeſted above, P. 18, 19; n en 
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N having , ſhown the Inſufficiency of your Defence of your- 


ſelt againſt the Charge of Zxibyſaſn, we hope, in every Inftance which 
hath been mentioned; we proceed next to conſider what you fay in An- 
ſwer to our Charge againſt you, as x wrcberitable, cenſorions and ſi ande. 


rent Man. And here we readily allow, that you / underſtood us 


right, when, P. 11. you ſuppoſe we meant habitually ſuch; for at that 
2 had no Reaſon to think you otherwiſe. ++ Might: not Peter 
have been properly filed. a curſing ſwearing Man, and David a murde- 
ring aduſeeraus Man,” if Peter and David had frequently repeated thoſe 
Sins, and done ſo deliberately, and never expreſſed any Repentance or 
Sorrow for them? And this, Sir, with Concern and Grief we apprehend 
to baxe been ex your Caſe. | We think you have emertained 
graundlels; Surmiſes of others, and that you bave been guiky of the cry- 


ing Sin of treating the Name of others very iaquriouſly, and that you 


have dane thus deliberately and often, in the maſt publick Manner yoo 
could, and with other Circumſtances of Aggravation ; and we dont know 
that yon had ever publickly manifeſted any Senſe of your Sm, or Con- 
cern about it, in any Inſtance of this Sort, before. our Teſtimony came 
abroad. How far, What you have done ſince, may deferve the Name 
of, Chriſtian Satisfachon, we ſhall conſider as the Inftances occur. We 
may add, that you have thus ipjurioully treated, nat particular Peron) 
only, but large Hadias of Men of publick Character, and whoſe Uſeſulnets 
in the World, in a great Niels depends upon their good Name. 
Theſe Things, Sir, are nqtaricus, you have been often told of them, and 
have had a great deal of Time to veſſect upan them, and yer after all, 
io our. Sorrow, we ſre vn 3 ing, P. 11. as if you ** might-only 
have been /omewhet rafh or uncharicable in your Judgment paſt upon 
ſome particular Perſons or Things.” You go on to ak, Haw we 
prove this Charge, viz; that you are an uncharitable (you ſhould have 
* added, canſemiens and) ſlanderous Man “ For the Proof of this, 
we had inſtanced firſt, in your monſtrous Reflections upon the great 
and good Arch- RM p Tilbt/on (as Dr. Increaſe Mather ſtiles him) 
comparing his Sermon to the conjuring Books,” Sc. — But © this you 
oben does. not prove, that you caſt monſtrous Reflections upon 
Biſhop. Tillazſan, as to: his penal Charafter')—— Pray; Sir, 

not think. it, a monſtrous Re ſlectian upon the Rev. Mr. # bite 
field, f we ſhould. compare his Sermons to oon juring Books ? And would 
it not affect his perſonal ChargFer too? For what. Apprehenſions muſt 
the World have of the Man, it it was once made to believe, that his 
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very Sermons are as pernicious, as. Books which teach familiar Converſe 
and Communion with the Devil? —— And is it not true, Sir, that you 
<«« have poken of the Per/on of the Arch Biſhop in too ſtrong Terms, 
« and too raſhly condemned his State, when you ought only to have 
© cenfured his Doctrine? Have you not freely conſe ſſed theſe Things 
in your Leiter to De. Chauncy, before you wrote this Letter to us? and 
have you not alſo profeſſed your Sorrow, that you have judged the 
Arch- Biſhop's State and Perſon, and not fpoken ſufficiently in Commen- 
dation of his great Candour and Moderation?“ If theſe are your own 
Words, and proceed from your Heart, why ſo loth now to let the World 
know, that you have caſt Reflections, which we call monſtrous,” and 
that very juſtly, upon Arch-Biſhop Tilloſſon, as to his perſonal Chas 
ratter ?* Do you defire, that ſuch as have not ſeen your Confeſſion to 
the Rev. Dr. Chawncy, ſhould believe, that you don't think yourſelf to 
blame in this Maitter ? Or do you now really repent of your Repen- 
tance ; and defign by this Paſſage, implicitly to rettact your Retracta- 
tions, and inſinuate to the World, that what you bave ſaid of the 
Arch Biſmop, as to his per /onal Charatter, is Truib, and not Reflection? 
That you again think his Stam and Peron as bad as you have ever re- 
prefented then? a | 


You proceed and tell us, that Dr. Increaſs Mather himſelf, ﬆ 
« you have been informed by the Rev. Mr. Ger, conſtantly warned the 
Students againft the Arch Biſhop's Books.” — We are per ſweded here 
is ſome Miſtzke in this Matter; either that the Rev. Mr. Gee exprefied 
nimſelf unwarily, or that you miſunderſtond, and fo have miſrepreſerited 
what he told you. Indeed we can eaſily believe, that the Dr. frequene« 
iy warned the Students againſt ome Things in the Arch+Biſhop's Books: 
And fome of us have dane fo too, as freely and publicly as ever Dr. 
Mather did. But we have Reaſon to think, that the Dr. did not co. 
flanily warn the Students againſt the Arch · Biſhop's Bobs im general, as H 
there was nothing in them worth their reading, nothing but What was 
dangerous and to be condemned; For we have been credibly informed, 


> that the Dy. hath. ſometimes inferted the Arch«Biſkop's in Cata» 


logues he _ — to the Students; no doubt at the ſame Tine 
giving proper Warning of what he tho't erroneous in them or putting 


* other Books into the Catalogues, which would be ſuffitient Preſervatives 


againſt the Arch- B ſhop's Errors. Nor is Dr. Mather to be charged 
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blamed * the Rev. Mr. Stoddard, © for his endeavouring to prove, that 
* unconverted Men may be admitted into the Miniftry.” And yet 
you call him a great and good Man, and highly eſteem, and ſtrongly 
recommend his Books; notwithſtanding that if unconverted Miniſters 
are ſo dangerous to the Church of Chriſt, as you have repreſented 
them, this Error of Mr. Stoddard's muſt be (in your Account) one of 
the moſt fatal and extenſively pernicious, that a Divine could fall into. 

Yov obſerve net, that Dr. Increaſe Mather, if we may credit the 
Writer of his Life, dealt as much in Impreſſions and inward Feelings, 
* as the Perſon againſt whom we have publiſhed our Teſtimony.” 
To this we need only ſay at preſent, that whenever you ſhall think fit 
to produce the Reaſons, upon which you ground this Apprehenſion of 
. the Dr. we ſhall ſhew you the Difference between him and you; or 
readily own we cannot. But we think it a great Injury to him, when 
you inſinuate in your next Words, as if the Dr. was ſo artful and inſin- 
cere, as to call the Arch-Biſhop a Good Man, only for his great Generofity 
and Moderation towards the Diſſenters. Some of us have heard the Dr. 
ſay, that he believed the Arch- Biſhop was now in Heaven. Surely be 
did not think, that only  Generefity and Moderation carried him thither. 

You go on and tell us, that you don't think Dr. Mather would 
blame you for what you have ſaid concerning Mr. G. and Mr. H.“ 


That is, in other Words, you don't think you ht to be blamed for 4 
your Treatment of theſe two Miniſters of the Goſpel. You don't think 


you have injured them, or violated any Law of God, in ſpeaking as you 
have concerning them. We are truly ſorry, Sir, to fee you till in 
this Temper : You cannot but be ſenſible, that we don't blame you, for 


telling theſe two Gentlemen in private, what you tho't of them. And 


whether you did well or ill, to allow your ſelf in the Tho'ts you enter- 


rained concerning them, we willingly leave to the great Searcher of 4 
Hearts to determine. Lou migbt be very criminally defective in the 


Exerciſe of that Charity, which tbinke/b nd Evil, helieveth all Things, and 
bopeth all Things, when you ſuffered your (elf to think theſe Gentlemen 
unconverted. But whether you was right or wrong in your Tho'ts, you 


might do well to tell them with a becoming Modeſty, Tenderneſs, and 
Concern, to the Gentlemen themſcelves, between them and you, This 
could do them no Harm, and might poſſibly be a Means of Good to 


chem. Bur did you act the Part of a Chriſtian, when: you entered 
M mb | your | 
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your hard Tho'ts of theſe two Gentlemen in your Journal, and made 
them publick to the World? Was this a likely Way to do any Good 
to the Men themſelves? or was it not rather the Way to irritate their 
Paſſions, and ſo prevent the Good they might otherwiſe have gotten, by 
your private Dealing with them? And was it not the moſt direct Courſe 
you could have taken, to prejudice the Minds of many under their 
Paſtoral Care againſt them, and fo prevent their getting any Good by 
their Miniſtrations ? So that in this, you have not only done, what in 
you lay to deprive theſe two Miniſters of Chriſt of a good Name, which 
is rather to be choſen than great Riches ; but have allo done what had 
a natural Tendency to hurt, both the Souls of theſe Miniſters themſelves, 
and alſo the Souls of the People committed to their Care. And there- 
fore we think, that in theſe two Inſtances you have heinoufly violated 
the holy Laws of God; and that the Guilt of doing fo ſtill lies u 

you; ſince you rather juſtify than condemn yourſelf for it. | 

Mok k OVER, it deſerves to be remarked, that you entered the Inti- 
mation in your Journal concerning Mr. H, that he had no Experi- 
mental Knowledge of the Ne Birth, + jaſt after you had been in clofe 
Talk with him, and he had been (as you acknowledge) very civil, and 
would have had you ſtaid with bim longer. How dangerous a Thing 


muſt it be for a Miniſter to converſe freely with you in private, when 


the molt civil Treatment, if you happen (right or wrong) to think him 
unconverted, won't hinder you from taking the firſt Opportunity you 
can, to tel! the World in Print, that you look upon him to be one of 
thoſe Men, whom you have repreſented as the Bane of the Chriſtian 
Church, and as unlikely as the Devil to be made uſe of by God in conver- 
ting Sinners ! * ' 
Ix fine, it appears to us no ſmall Aggravation of your Fault, that 
you ſtrike at the Name and Uſefulneſs of this Gentleman, under a 
Shew of praying 10 God for him. Had you put up your Prayer for 
him in your Cloſet, you might have afted like a Chriſtian ;/ provided 
you had good Reaſon to fear his State to be ſo bad. But to put your 
Prayer for him into Print, what was it but. to defame him, in the moft 
publick and injurious Manner, under a Shew of Pity to him, and Devoti- 
on towards God? How like is this to the Phariſee. who under Pretence 
of giving Thanks to God, was not afraid to rob God of bis Prerogative, and 
unjuſtly judge his Neighbour, as you tell us elſewhere. 5 
G 


Bur 


+ N. F. Journ. P. 44. * N. Z. Journ. P. 86. P. 70. 
See Sermon of the Phariſee and Publican, P. 162, 163. 
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Bur what Wonder is it, to ſee you treating the Name and Character 
of particular Perſons in this injurious Manner, when you have not been 
afraid or aſhamed to deal thus with whole Societies, and large Bodies of 
Men, whoſe Ulciulneſs is of great Importance to the Church of Chriſt, 
and yet depends very much upon their good Name and Character in 
the World: And when you have ventured to do thus, without any per- 
ſonal Knowledge of them, only upon the Inform ition of ſome, with 
whom you could have had but a very ſhort Acquaintance, and fo could 
not make any ſafe Judgment, whether they were credible Perſons or not. 
An do this brings us to your reproachful Reflections upon the Society 
« which is immediately under our Care.“ The Reflections are theſe, 
as you rehearſe them, P 12. As far as I could gather from ſome 
who well knew the State of it [the College] not far ſuperiour to our 
* Univerſities, in Piety and true Godlineſs.— Tutors neglect to pray 
« with and examine the Heart of their Pupils.— Diſcipline is at too 
«low an Ebb: —— Bad Books are become faſhionable among them. — 
ce Tilot/on and Clark are read, inſtead of Shepherd, Stoddard, and ſuch like 
' «* evangelical Writers.” For publiſhing this diſadvantageous Character 
of us, only upon Hear ſay, and that too probably from Perſons whom 
you had not had fix Days Acquaintance with“, we have charged you 
with Raſhneſs, and Contradiction to our Saviour's Rule; and you are 
ſenſible that the Preſident undertook, from his own Examination of 
Things, a few Months after, to contradi ſome Part of your evil Report 
concerning us, in the Face of a venerable and great Aſſembly, miny of 

them well acquainted with the State of the College. — Theſe Things 
vou make no Reply to; nor do you attempt to prove the Truth of the 
Reproaches you have taken up againſt us, and ſpread as far as your 
Journals find a Reading: But gravely aſk us. Were not theſe Things 
10 at the Time in which I wrote them?” And taking it for granted 
that they were, you go on and ſay, © Wherein then in writing thus, 
% have I flandered Harvard College?” And you aſſure us, that you 
would be glad to find, that the Rev, Preſident was not miſtaken in 
« what he declared before the Convention, from his own Examination." 
We will not ſay here, what perhaps ſome would, that this is a lively 
Specimen of the prevailing of too much of hat Temper in you ſtill, 
Which you tell us in your Life, P. 2. that you ſoon gave pregnant 92 


* N. B. Mr. Whitefield arrived at Bee Thurſday Ses. 18. about 8 in the — 
and * next Wedneſday he entred this Paſſage in his Journal. See N. E. Journal, 
Page 46, 55+ J 
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of. Inſtead of this, we only ask, how you expect to find (what you ſay 
* you ſhould be glad of) That the Preſident was not miſtaken?” It 
” ſeems neither bis Word, nor ours, is of any Weight with you; but you 
ſtiil believe, that“ Things were at the Time in which you wrote,” as 
you have reprefented them. And therefore, tho“ you ſay, © you are 
« ſorry that you publiſhed your private Informations concerning the 
« Coll ges to the World 3” yet you ſtill declare the Reaſons to be credi- 
ble from whom you had them; and are yet of Opinion, that in writing 
thus, you have not ſlandered Harvard College. We liitle expect therefore 
to convince you; but we believe we ſhall do a Pleature to many others, 
(whoſe Opinion of us we ought to value) if we proceed to conſider the 
ſeveral Articles of your Repreſentation of us. 

AND here you ſay, firſt, that “as far as you could gather from 
** ſome, who knew the State of the College well, it is not far ſuperiour 
% to our Univerſities in Piety and true Godlineſs.“— To know what 
you mean by this, we muſt look to the Character you give of the 
Univerſities in England. Now this we have in your Journal at 
Williamſburgb, P. 109. where ſpeaking of the College at that Place, 
you ſay, It may be of excellent Uſe, if learning Chriſt be made the 
„Foundation of their Study, and other Arts and Sciences only intro- 
« duced and purſued as ſubſervient to that. For want of this, molt of 
% our Engliſb Schools and Univerfities are funk into meer Seminaries of 
« Paganiſm. Chriſt or Chriſtianity is ſcarce fo much as named among 
them.“ As for this your Character of the Univerſities in England, 
we only fay, that you have taught us to belizve you with Diſcretion, by 
telling the World, that our State, with Reſpe& to Piety and true 
„ Godlineſs, is not far ſuperiour to this.” Concerning our own Academy, 
we ſay, we are far from boaſting of its Piety and irue Godlineſi. We 
are heartily ſorry, that there is not much more of theſe to be found 
among the Youth under our Care, than there is. And yet we may with 
great Truth, and without any Immodeſty, affirm, that the Knowledge 
of the only true God, and of Feſus Chriſt whom He bath ſent, is earneſtly 
recommended to the Students as that, in Compariſon whereof they ought 
to account all other Things but L and Dung. And we muſt farther 
tell you, that we cannot eaſily perſwade ourſelves, that any credible Per- 
fon, who well nete the State of our Society, ever told you any Thing, 
from which he will own you could fairly gather, that it was not far 
ſuperiour for Piety and true Godlineſs, to ſuch Univerſities as are funk 
into meer Seminaries of Paganiſm z where Cbriſ, or Chriſtianity is ſcarce 
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fo much as named. Produce the credible Perſon who gave you this In- 
formation, or take the vile Slander upon yourſelf, and let Confuſion cover 
you, till you have given that Satisfaction for it, which the Laws of 
Chriſt, our King and Judge, require, 

You go on and ſay, © Tutors neglect to pray with their Pupils.” 
To which we anſwer, that this is either not true, or not any juſt Matter 
of Reproach, as you would have it tho't to be. If you intended, by 
this Account of us, to make the World believe, that /octal Worſhip of 
God is not maintained in the College, that Tutors and Pupils don't attend 
upon the publick reading of the holy Scriptures, and join together in 
folemn Prayers, Morning and Evening, you have repreſented us as ſunk 
into ſomething as bad, or worſe, than meer Paganiſm. But then this Re- 
preſentation is ſo vile a Slander, that we can hardly believe, that, in the 
fix Days you gave yourſelt to be acquainted with credible Perſons, and > 
take their Information, you met with a ſingle Man, who was falſe and 
bold enough to give you ſuch an Account of us. | 
Ix you fay, that this was not your Meaning, that you intended no 
more than to let the World know, that beſides thoſe Prayers which T 
tors and Pupils conjunctly offer up to God Morning and Evening, each 
Tutor don't take bis own Pupils into his Chamber and pray with them 
again; how does this prove what you ſeem to have deſigned it for, viz. 
that our Society is not far ſuperiour to ſuch as are ſunk into meer Si- 
s minaries of Paganiſm,” as you ſay the Univerſities in England are?“ 
What Law of Chriſt hath made this an ordinary Duty of Tutors, that 
you ſhould think the negle& of it ſuch a Reproach, that the World 
ought to hear it? If ſome credible Perſon ſhould tell you concerning 
any profeſſed Chriſtian Houſbolder, that beſides worſhipping God Morn- 2 
ing and Evening with his whole Family, he did not divide it into three a hi 
or four Parts, and pray with each of them again by themſelves, would « 
you think this ſuch an heinous Neglect, that all the Briti/h Dominions f 
ought to ring of it? And would you think that you repreſented the Con- — 
duct of ſuch an Houſbolder in a Chriſtian Manner, if you ſhould print it tc 
in your Journal, that he neglected to pray with his Children, only becauſe © P 
he never mut out the reſt of his Family, when he pray'd with them? th 
If you ſay, that the Caſe of the Tutors differs from that of an Houſe | th 
Holder, becauſe it is not a Tutor, but the Preſident, who is ordinarily the 4, 
Mouth of the College in their Addreſs to God; we anſwer, that this A 
makes the Difference not great; foraſmuch as if the Tytors have any OL 
thing upon their Hearts, which they defire their Pupils ſhould _ 
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them offer up to God for them, they have frequent Opportunities to pre- 
ſent theſe Deſires of their Souls to God in the Hearing of their Pupils, 
by the neceſſary Abſence of the Preſident, upon one Account or other, 
from Morning or Evening Prayers; upon which Occaſions the Tutors 
ſupply his Place by Turns. | 

Your next Reflection upon our College, is, that Tutors don't ex- 
« amine the Hearts of their Pupils.” What. you intend by this, we are. 
much at a Loſs to conceive. Indeed we are very ſenſible, that it is a 
great Duty, which nearly concerns us all, to examine our own Hearts 
with the utmoſt Diligence and Care. But that it is our Duty ordinarily 
ta examine the Hearts of others, is not ſo clear. The Son of God, who bath 
his Eyes like unto a Flame of Fare hath ſaid, Rev. 2. 23. All the Chur- 
ches ſhall know, that 1 am He who ſearches the Reins and Heart, Would 
you have Tutors invade his Prerogative, and make tbe Churches know that 
others beſide the Son of God, may, and ought to undertake this Scrutiny ? 
Or, do you intend the Expreſſion in a Popiſh Senſe, and mean, that 
cur Tutors neglect to bring their Pupils before them to ſecret Confeſſion, 
as the Romiſb Prieſts, do by their People? If this be your Meaning, 
ſpeak out, Sir, and tell us plainly, that you think the Popiſb Practice of 


Auricular Confeſſion ought to be introduced in the College, that it may 


with more Speed and Eaſe be propagated thro* the Country. When« 
ever you tell us thus in plain Terms, we ſhall be at no loſs. for an An- 
ſwer. If you reply, that you meant nothing of all this, but only intepd- 
ed that the Souls of the Pupils are not taken Care of, by thoſe who have 
the Government and Inſtruction of them, that Chriſt, or Chriſtianity, 
is ſcarce ſo much as named among them,“ whichyou ſay is the Caſe of 
the Univerſities in England; and that the Counſels and Warnings of God 
are not ſet before them; we anſwer, that if this, and not ſomething 
much worſe, be what you meant by ſaying, * Tutors negle& to ex. 
e mine the Hearts of their Pupils,” it is a very injurious-and falſe 
Repreſentation. And you might eaſily have known it to be ſo, upon 
much leſs than /i Days Enquiry, if your Ears had not been more open 
to evil Reports, than to good ones. Is not every Expoſition of the 
Preſident, and every Lefure of the Divinity Profeſſor, an Addreſs to 
the Students. upon the important Points of our holy Religion? Are not 
theſe all in ſome Meaſure Profitable for Doctrine, for Reproof, for Cor- 
reftion, or for Inſtruction in Righteouſne/5? And is it not a diſtinguiſhing 
Advantage to be Youth of the College, which both they, and their Friends 
ought, to be very thanklul to 95 for, chat they have the Benefic of 
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theſe four Times a Week, beſide what they enjoy in common with other 
Chriſtians, viz." Me Exerciſes of the Lords Day, and Lectures on other 
Days out of the College ? —And as for the Tutors, whom you particularly 
charge with Negleck, if you mean, that they are generally ſo groſly 
negligent of their Duty, with Regard to taking proper Opportunities 
to ralk ſeriouſly and cloſely with the Pupils about their ſpiricual Con- 
cerns, as does in any Meaſure Juſtify your Reflections, they deny the 
Charge, and inſiſt upon it, that it is a Slander, And others of us 
can with Truth affure you and the World, that beſides diſcharging the 
more publick Duties of our Stations, we have not been wanting to re- 
prove, rebuke, exhort or Encourage and dire& more privately, when- 
ever we have had Reaſon to think, that the Caſe of any particular Per- 
fon has called for it. 

Loos tell us next, that Diſcipline is at too low an Ebb.”—This is 
a Reprosch which we had little Reaſon to expect at the Time when 
you publiſhed it. We had not long before dropped one of our Tutors 
out of his Place, for very corrupt and dangerous Principles, as ſoon as 
they came to be certainly known. And we had kept him out till he 
had given Grounds for Charity to hope, that he was come to a ſounder 
Mind. We had alſo expelled a Profeſſor for immoral and ſcandalous 
Practices. And can it be ſuppoſed, that a Government, which upon 
juſt Occaſions, would not ſpare its own Officers, would at the ſame Time 
wink at the Faults of Children? We have ſince, for Immorality, ex- 
pelled another Tutor, who was allo a Fellow of the Houſe. And theſe 
Acts of Diſcipline, we believe, will convince others, whatever you may 
think of them, that Diſcipline neither was, nor is at ſo low an Ebb, as to 
deſerve that we ſhould be reproached publickly with the want of it.— 
But you fay, ©* Bad-Books are become faſhionable among them; Tillot- 
in and Clark are read, inſtead of Shepherd, Stoddard, and ſuch like 
« Evangelical Writers. We make no doubt but that bad Books were, 
and are, and always will be, too often read in a Society of ſuch Num- 
bers, where many are ſupplied with Money enough by their Parents 
to purchaſe a bad Book, if their Inclinations lead them to it. Bot the 
Queſtion is, whether had Books were then read with the Approbation or | 
Knowledge of the Governours of the Houſe? Now the fureft Way to 
find this, is to examine what Books were then borrowed by the Scholars 
out of the publick Library: For other Books they may eaſily conceal, 
i they pleaſe, from their Tutors. Now upon a particular Enquiry into 
the Lore Records on his Oer, a the Works hath been informed 
. 7 
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by our worthy Friend Col. Braiile, in the Boſſon Gazette, Fune 22. 1741. 
it was found, with reſpect to the Books which you call Bad ones, that 
« from the 28th Nov. 1732. to that very Day (for almoſt nine Years) 
« T[lotſon had not been lo much as once taken out of the Library by any 
Undergraduate; nor any of Dr. Clark's Works for above two Years : 
« Whereas Owen, Baxter, Flavel, Bates, Howe, Doolittle, Willard, Watts, 
« and Guyſe (who be ſure moſt of them may be reckoned Evangelical 
« Writers, as well as Shepherd and Stoddard) have ſome or other of them 
« been borrowed by Undergraduates during this whole Time; and that 
« they are ſcarcely ever in the Library; and that theſe Books have 
ce been more commonly borrowed by the Graduates, than Tillotſon and 
Clark. This Account (ſays he) I have before me, atteſted by the 
% [.ibrary Keeper, and deſire the Facts may be examined into by any 
© one that doubts them.” We think we may leave it now to every 
unbiaſed Conſcience to determine, whether the Account you have given 
of the Books read at College, was fair and juſt, 4 at the Time in which 

ou wrote.“ | 
£ HowEvRER, if at that Time you believed this, and all the other Re- 
proaches, you had taken up againſt us, to be true; and that the State of 
our College was not far ſuperiour to that of Univerſities, where Chriſt 
© or Chriſtianity is ſcarce ſo much as named ;” why did you not act fo 
much like a Chriſtian yourſelf, as to fignify your Apprehenſions, and 
make what Remonſtrances you tho't proper privately, in a Letter to the 
Preſident, or to ſome other of the Officers of the Society ? This we 
ſhould have taken kindly ; and if your Apprehenſions had been well 

rounded, ſuch a Way of communicating them, might have been a 
Means of much Good, and n Harm to us. But what good End could 
you propoſe to yourſelf in caluminating us thus publickly, in your Jour- 
nal, without ever hearing what we had to ſay for ourſelves? We put 
this Queſtion ſeriouſly to your Conſcience ; for it is eaſy to ſee many 
Things very burtful to us, which you might have in View; ſuch as 
diſcouraging publick ſpirited Perſons from becoming Benefactors to our 
Society, which was to injure us in our Eſtate as well as Name; and ſuch 
as diſcouraging pious Parents from ſending their Children to us for 
Education, which muſt, in a little Time, bring deſtitute Churches under 
a Neceſſity of ſeeking to other Countries for a Supply of Miniſters. 
Theſe, and ſuch other bad Deſigns, it is very eaſy to conceive, that you 
might have in your Heart; but what Good you could propoſe to do us, 


by this Conduct, either upom Temporal or Spiritual Accounts, we confeſs 
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it is out ot our Reach to Comprehend, You might probably conclude 
it would raiſe our Reſentment; but you had no juſt Reaſon to think, 
that it was the proper Way to compaſs a Reformation of what might be 
amiſs; and be ſure not the Way preſcribed for this End by our bleſſed | 
Saviour, thus to traduce us in the moſt publick Manner you could, in- 
ſtead of informing us, (when you might ſo eaſily have done it) privately, | 
of what you. had heard to our Diſadvantage. And to this tender 
Treatment of us, we think, you was obliged meerly as a Gentleman, if | 4 
you had laid Chriſtianity quite aſide; ſince, as you acknowledge, you |? 
was very civilly treated and kindly entertained ; and ſince we believe you ; br 
muſt be ſenſible, from the Sum collected at Cambridge, that the 
College contributed liberally to the Relief of your poor Or 5 | 
We have now done with your injurious Treatment of our College in 
particular; and ſhall only obſerve further upon this Head, what you ſay 
of Jule College, as well as ours. ** As for the Univerſities, I believe it 
may. be ſaid, their Light is now become Darkneſs Darkneſs that may 
be felt.“ Theſe Expreſſions manifeſtly allude to two remarkable ©: 
Paſſages of Scripture which you muſt have had in your Eye, when you |: 
uſed them. The firſt is that of our Saviour, Math. 6. 23. If therefore ©: 
the Light which is in thee be Darkneſs, how. great il that Darkneſs! The 
other is that, Exod. 10. 23. where God threatens to ſend Darkneſs over © 
the Land of Egypt, even Darkneſs which might be felt. — And now © 
what Idea could your Readers juſtly form of theſe Expreſſions, but that _ 
as the Judicial Darkneſs over the Land of Egypt was ſurpriliogly, mira- 
culouſly great and thick; ſo was the Moral or Spiritual Darkneſs of the 
poor benighted Univerſities in New: England. Their very Light (ſay you) © 
is become Darkneſs. And leſt any one ſhould be inſenſible how great 
this Darkneſs muſt then be, you compare it to the Egyptian Plague, which 4 
was ſucb a Darkneſs as might be felt. To what Purpoſe is it then for 
you to ſay, ** that you had no Idea of repreſenting the Colleges as in a 
« deplorable State of Immorality and Irreligion,” ſince it is certain you © 
fought out Words which convey as ſtrong Ideas to your Readers, as the 
Mind of Man is able to form of any Thing on this ſide the Blackneſs 
of Darkneſs for ever. | 
An yet you inſinuate, that it muſt be ſo, when Tutors neglect to 
< pray with and examine the Hearts uf their Pupils, Sc. and tell us, 
« this is all you meant.” —— But pray, Sir, what did you mean by 
theſe Expreſſions? This (as we have ſhown above) it is no eaſy Mat- 
to conjecture. But ſo much ſeems very clear, that by theſe Ex- 
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preſſions, and what followed them, you make it out, that our Soeiet 

was not far ſuperiour, in Piety and true Godlineſs, to fuch Univerſities 
eas are ſunk into meer Seminaries of Paganiſm, where Chriſt or Cbriſtia- 
© nity is ſcarce ſo much as named?” And: this, we think, amounts to 
much the ſame Thing, with the worſt Ideas that can be conveyed, by 
ſaying, that our Light is become-Darkneſs, —— Darkneſs which-may be 
felt, However, you tell us, you are ſorry,” and we eaſily believe 
you: But for what? Not that you have greatly wronged the Colleges, 
and heinouſly violated the eighth and ninth Commandments of the moral 
Law; but. that you publiſid your private Informations to the World, 
tho from credible Perfons ??:. By which, and your aſking vs" if cheſe 
Things were not ſo at the Time in which I wrote ? and wherein then 
in writing thus have 1 ſlandered Harvard College?“ we underſtand 
you to inſiſt upon it ſtill, that the Facts are all true, and that you are 
only ſorry that you way ſomewhat raſh in proclaiming that to the World, 
which was only whiſpered to you in the Ear, by ſome credible” Perſons, 
who are loth to be expoſed. But till you bring theſe credible Perfons 
out, you muſt take all upon your ſelf. It hath been hinted by one of 
your late zealous Advocates, that ſome of your Informers were Over- 
ſeers of the College. But we can hardly perſwade ourſelves, that any 
of thoſe Honourable and Reyerend Gentlemen could ſo far forget their 
Character, as to turn Informers, to a meer Stranger (as you then was) 
of Enormities in the College, which they never took any Care to reform, 
ſince their Viſitations have been no leſs than four in a Year, two by 
their Committees, and two by themſelves in a Body. And it may be a 
Satisfaction to ſome, into whoſe Hands this Paper may fall, to know, 
that theſe Overſeers are his Excellency the Governour, the Honourable 
the Lieutenant Governour, and his Majeſty's Council," with the Rev. 
Miniſters of Boſton, and the five neighbouring Towns ; upon all of 
whom you have implicitly reflected, (as well as upon the Gentlemen in 
the more immediate Government and laſtruction of the College) that 
they ſhould ſuffer us to fink into little better than 4 Seminary of meer 
Paganiſm, and never tell us of it, (as be ſure they never did) when they 
viſu us ſo often to enquire into our State, and rectify what they think 
amiſs, It deſerves to be remarked alfo, that Gevernour Beleber, of 
whom you ſpeak ſo often in your Journals, and with ſo much Reſpect, 
was in the Chair, and ſo at the Head of the Overſeers, when you wrote 
theſe injurious Reflect ions upon the College. eee 
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Loy conclude your - Anſwer to us on this Head, with telling us, 
P. 12. that you would aſk Pardon for the Miſtake, if you was 
„ miſtaken in the diſadvantageous Report you have given out of us; 
that you unfeignedly wiſh our Proſperity, and prays thit there may 
always proceed from the College thoſe Streams which may make glad 
tothe City of our God!“ — Here you don't own that you have been 
miſtaken; but in the foregoing Page plainly intimate, that you think 
you have not, and therefore you don'c here aſk Pardon, as ſome of 
your unwary Readers may think you do; but only tell us what you 
would do, if you tho't you had been miſtaken. However, we thank 
you, Sir, for your present good Wiſhes, and are heartily ſorry, that your 
paſt Conduct hath been ſo contradictory to them. We think we have 
fully ſhown, that you have very injurioufly and finfully miſrepreſented 
us. And now we earneſtly pray, that you may be bro'r to ſuch a Tem- 
r-of Mind, and correſpondent Conduct, as may prepare you to receive 
— — from God and Man, and may you then obtain it of 
Urox the Whole, we are far from deſiring you ſhould think, that 
we ſee nothing in the College otherwiſe than we wiſh it was. We too 
often find ſuch Things as are a Grief of Heart to us, and. which, we 
hope, as they appear, we are endeavouring earneſtly to correct and re- 
form z and yet not always with that Succeſs in which we ſhould rejoice. 
And this we believe to be the Caſe of every pious Miniſter, and even 
of every pious Houſbolder ; that he often meets with ſuch Things in 
his Church, or his Family, as are a great Grief to hirz ; and which, with 
all his Skill, and Care, and Diligence, he is not able to bring to ſuch a 
Reformation as he wiſhes for. And this, we are very much miſtaken 
in our Conjectures, if you yourſelf don't find to be the Caſe, if ever you 
return 10 England, with thoſe numerous Bands, Affociations, &c. which 
you have formed in ſo many Parts of England and Hales, after the Mo- 
ravian Manner, together with the Train of Officers, unknown to the 
New Teſtament, ſuch as Exhorters, Superintendents, Viſitors, &c. whom 
you have ſet over them. | | 
Tux fiſth and laſt Inſtance which we mentioned of your Cenſori- 
ouſneſs' (tho? not the laſt by many which might have been mentioned) 
was, your pernicious Reflections upon the Miniſters of the Churches 
ein this Land.“ This you paſs filently over, in your Auſtver to us; 
we ſuppoſe, becauſe you have ſpoken ſomething of it in your Letter to 
Dr, — 5 


hat bow unſatisfactorily you have anſwered for _ 
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ſelf to bim, upon this Head, the Dy. hath ſhown you fo well, that we 
can very contentedly leave you in is Hands. Only, we cannot but ear- 
neſtly recommend it to you to conſider, more ſeriouſly than you ſeem 
ever to have done yet, of the Guilt you bro't upon your ſelf, and of the 
Miſchiet you have done to the Souls of Multitudes of People, by pub- 
liſhing your uncharitable groundleſs Fears and Perſwaſions about the /p7- 
ritual State of moſt of the Miniſters in New- England. You tell us in 
your Life, P. 45. that your Friends repreſented to you, that every 
« Gown Max's Name is Legion, and that it you could convert one of 
« them, it would be as much as converting an le Pariſh.“ If this be 
true, does not he, who endeavours to perſwade a People that their Mi- 
niſter is #converted, and that an unconverted Miniſter is the Bane of the 
Church, and as unlikely as the Devil to be uſed as an Inſtrument of convert- 
ing others, does not ſuch a Perſon do all that lies in the Power of Man, 
to hinder the Conver on of an whole Pariſh? For who will be likely 
ever to get any ſaving Good by the preaching of that Miniſter, concern- 
ing whom he believes, or greatly fears, theſe Things to be true? And 
how comprehenſive and amazing muſk. the Miſchief then be, when a 
Man endeavours to perſwade not a ſingle Pariſh only, but an whole 
Country that this is the /ad State of moſt ot their Miniſters ? 

'Tr1s, Sir, you have endeavoured with almoſt the whole People of 
Connecticus and Maſſachuſetts: Bay. For tho* you have not publiſhed 

our Perſtuaſions and Fears concerning all, but only moſt of their Mini- 

ers; yet as you have expreſſed your charitable Tho'ts of hut very few, 
and have not named the many Perſons whom you ſuſpe& and judge ; you 
have opened the Door for evil Surmiſings to enter the Hearts of the 
People concerning almoſs all. And what you have done, and others 
ſince, who have followed your Example, and trodden in your Steps, hath 
had an Effect more extenſive and pernicious, ' than any Man could have 


imagined ſix Years ago. Who could have believed within theſe ſix 


Years, that in ſuch a Country as this, where every Church bath the Mi- 
niſter, whom the Majority of themſelves preferred before all others that 
were to be had at the Time of ſeitling, and where the preaching and 
the Converſation oſ far the bigger Part of the Miniſters is undeniably 
as becomes the Goſpel ; and where, if any one is found to preach. or 
live otherwiſe, he is ordinarily ſoon removed from his Place? Who could 
have believed, that in ſuch a Country, ſuch a Spirit of Jealouſy and evil 
Surmiſing could have been raiſed, by the Influence and Example of a 
young Stranger; that. perhaps there is not now a ſingle Town in this 
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Province, and probably not in Connetticus, in which there are not Num- 
bers of People whoſe Minds are under ſtrong Prejudices againſt their 
Miniſters; ſuch Prejudices as almoſt cut off all Hope of their ever pro- 
fiting by their ſacred Miniſtrations? Nor is the Miſchief likely to end 
with the preſent Generation; but will, unleſs ſome marvellous Interpo 
ſition of Providence prevent, in all Probability, be tranſmitted to Poſte- 
rity. A fad Conſideration indeed! and which may well excuſe our 
Warmth, to think, that, beſides ſuch Numbers of the preſent Generati- 
on, many of the Children who are yet unborn, will probably be undone 
ſor ever, by the Prejudices, Sufpicions, and Alienations of Affection, 
which you have certainly been the Ringleader in introducing. 
Ix Compariſon of this Hurt to the U/efulne/s of Miniſters, and there- 
by to the eternal Intereſt of their People's Souls, the Injury you have 
done to the Miniſters good Name, is but a ſmall Matter; tho? it be in 
it ſelf a crying Sin. For it is contrary, as you very well know, to as 
— Precepts as any in the Goſpel. And who of us, when we are 
t to the Trial, don't find that it touches us more ſenſibly, to be rob- 
bed of our good Name, than of a conſiderable Part of our Eſtate? And 
you know that the wiſeſt of Men, under the Inſpiration of him whoſe 
Underſtanding is infinite, hath told us, Prov. 22. 1. A good Name is 
vulber to be cboſen than great Riches, Nor can you be ignorant how 
criminal you muſt have been, in the Sight both of God and Man, if 
you had attetnpted to take but Twenty Shillings a piece from one half of 
the Men, Whoſe good Name yon have ſtruck at. And yet, after, all, 
you ſeem to feel no Compunction for any Thing, but only that you 


 *t*vwas a little too ſudden z that you did not take more Time before you 


delivered your Judgment,” { Your 7udgment then it was, and not your | 
* Fey only) * that moſt that preach in New- England, did not experi- 
* mentally know Chriſt” But pray, Sir, how could you have made a 
juſt Judgment of this, had you taten ever ſo much Time for it, without a 
perſonal Knowledge of the Men, and a Certainty, that either their 
"Preaching, or their Converſation, or both, were utterly inconſiſtent with 
an experimental Knowledge of Chriſt ; a Thing which we are perſwad- 
ed that neither you, nor any other Man hath now, and we humbly hope 
never will have a Certainty of. EY r 

W ſhall conclude this Head, with recommending to your ſerious 
Review, your on pathetical Words in your Sermon on the Phari/ce 
- ant the Publican, P. 162, 163. He {the Phariſee) ſay you, thanks 
God that he was not u But is it not an Act of the bet. de 
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4 juſtice,” to rob God of his Prerogative? [Is it not an Act of Injuſtice 
© to judge our Neighbour ?] And yet of both theſe Crimes this ſelt. righ- 
„ teous Vaunter is guilty.— Even as this Publican.— He ſeems to ſpeak 
« with the utmoſt Diſdain—— This Publican ! Perhaps he pointed at the 
* poor Man, that others might treat him with the like Contempt. 
Thou proud confident Boaſter, what hadſt thou to do with that poor 
« Publican? Suppoſing other Publicans were unjuſt and Extortioners, Cid 
< jt therefore follow that he muſt be ſo? Thou art therefore inexcu- 
& ſable, O Phariſee, who thus judgeſt the Publican. For thou that 
i judgefe him to be unjuſt, art in the very Act of judging umuſt thy 
« ſelf. Thy Sacrifice is only the Sacrifice 4 4 Fool.” ——- Here you tell 
us, that the Phariſee was unjuſt both to God and Man, when he judged 
his Neighbour, tho“ but a Pablican. And you call him a /elf- righteous 


Vaunter, and à proud confident Boaſter for it: Tell him he is inexcu/a- 


ble, and his Sacrifice but the Sacriſes a Fool. And now, Sir, we be- 
ſeech you to compare what this Phariſee had done, with what u have 
done yourſelf, and let Conſcience do its Office. | 
THz Phariſee had faid, God, I thank thee, that 1 am not as otber Men 
are, Extortioners, Unjuſt, Adulterers.— I faft twice a Week, I give Tithes' 
of all I poſſeſs,>—He was a moral honeſt" and a devout Man in his 
own Conceit; and he was thankful to God for it. But then he had ſo 
much Modeſty, that be 1 thus, or (as it is in the Original) theſe * 
Things, with himſelf. He did not proclaim them in the Ears of the 
People. Hows far was this Phariſe#s vain Confidence of boaſting 
ſhort of yours, who: tell the World upon every Occaſion, in your Jour- 
nals, that you bave bad great Communications from God; that God bath 
wen you d double Portion of bis Spirit indeed; that Divine Manifeſtations 
in ſo faſt, that your frail Tabernacle is ſcarce able to ſuſtain tbem; 
that the holy Ghoſt enabled you to ſpeat with a great deal of Power; that 
you felt ibe holy Ghoſt come upon you, and never ſpote on that wiſe before 3 
e ne e e 05. bo 26.4) 1 st biyodt” % bid 
AGAIN ; The Phariſee not only applauded: himſelf, | but yod ſay, 
* he judged the Publican, and perhaps pointed at the poor Man, that 
© others might treat him with the like Contempt.“ However, it was 
but a Angle Man whom he treated thus, and he a Publican, whom per- 
haps he might know to have deſerved a bad Character but lately, and 
whoſe Uſefulne/s could not be much hurt by what he ſaid ; that Order 
of Men being only Farmers of the Tributes, and already infamous 
among the Jets. Whereas deeb we jadged great Numbers of Men, 
OF . 7 47 moſt 
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moſt of them utter Strangers to you, who were generally eftegmed big biy 
before you had defamed them; and whoſe Uſefulne/s is of the greateſt 
Importance to the Souls of others, of any Order of Men in the World. — 
And as if it was not enough to ©* point the poor Men out,“ * that up- 
on. ſeeing a great Number of them around and before, you took 
« Occaſion to open your Mouth boldly againſt unconvertect Miniſters, + 
as if this was not enongh to make the People underſtand whom you 
meant; as ſoon as you was out of New. England, you turned about, and 
told them by your Journal in Effect, be maſt of your Miniſters are the 
Men, whom I intended. 1 a1 1 u 2 08. erl.! 

Bur what; was the Judgment which this unjuſt, boaſting Phariſee paſſed 
upon the Publican? — Why truly, that he was not ſo good a Man as his 
admired ſelf. I am not as this Publican, ——If you had ſaid no more 
concerning the Miniſters of New- England, (tho* this would have been 
bad enough; ſince God hath declared of them, who ſay ftand by thy 
elf, come not near to me, for I am boliet than thou, theſe are a Smoak in my 
Noſe, Iſaiah 65. 5. yet) we believe we ſhould hardly have given you, 
or ourſelves any Trouble on this Head, ——But your Judgment of moſt 
of the Miniſters was,.that they did not experimentally | know Chriſt ; that 
is; in other Language of your own, that they were baff Beaſts and 
half: Devils ; ibe Bane of the Churches of Ghrift 3) as unlikely to convert 
People as ibe Deuil, &c. &c. Now ſuppoſing that Miniſters of other 
Countries, whom you might have had Opportunity to know, deſerved 
ſo vile Character; did it therefore follow, that the Miniſters of New- 
England did ſo tog? Thou art not therefore inexen/ables O Man, who 
haſt thus judged: the) Miniſters: of Chriſt. * For thou that judgeſt them 
to be the Base of the" Chriſtian Church, &c. © Unjuſtly robbeſt God of his 
Prerogative,” and (as far as in thee lies) deſtroyeſt the good Name and 
Ulſefulneſs. of his Miniſters, and the Souls commmitted to their Care. —. 
Your, Concluſian, {bySacrifige, Sg, is ſo ſevete and fad, that God for- 
bid we ſhould make it of you, as you do of the Phariſee. However, 
thus much we muſt ſay, that till you have humbled yourſelf before God 
and Man, for unjuſtly. robing God of his Prerogative, and doing fo 
much Injury to the Names and Souls of Men: And till you have — 
thus, in the ſame publick Manner you did the Injuries, we cannot think 
you fit to be admiited into a Pulpit, or to the Table of the Lord. 
We pray God it may ink deep into your Heart, that you are ſo much 
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more liable to the ſame Condemnation, than the unjuſt Phariſees, upon 
w iom you have paſſed the ſevere Judgment above rehearſed, Thy Sacri- 
fice is only the Sacrifice of a Fool. 

Wr proceed now to another Charge in our Teſtimony againſt you, as 
+ Deluder of the People, with reſpect to the Collections of Money, 
«which, when here hefore, you almoſt exiorted from them.” To the Word 
extoried, you take Exception, and fay, P. 13. You never ſaw People 
ce in all Appearance, offer more willingly, Sc.“ And we readily fay ſo 
too. By the Word extoried, we only meant, that you raiſed the Paſſions 
of the Prople ſo high, that they were more governed by them, than 
directed hy their Reaſon, in their Contributions. And of this we need 0 
no other Evidence, than that it was impoſſible they ſnould underſtand- 
ingly approve your Prudence, in pitching upon the Place to build an 
Orphan Houſe. For what wiſe Man would have choſen, for that Pur- 
poſe, the remoteſt Corner of the King's Dominions, a Frontier, expoſed 
to the Incurſions of Enemies; and an infant Plantation, where it muſt 
coſt three Times as much to maintain poor Children, as in an old well 
ſettled Colony ? And yet inſtead of removing the Children from that 
Place, from which you had deſign'd to diſengage-your ſelf ſeveral Months 
before, to a Place more convenient, you ſpoke of carrying Children 
from other Places thither. We think then we may ſafely conclude, that 
every Man's Reaſon muſt have been againſt encouraging an Houſe of 
Charity ſcituated ſo inconveniently, if it had not been over- born by his 
Paſſions. We therefore juſtly ſuppoſed, and doubt not but we may 
appeal to the Conſciences of moſt who contributed, that the great Things 
which moved them to it (beſides the Warmth excited in their Paſſions) 
were the high Opinion they had conceived of your Piety, Zeal and Faith- 
fulneſs ; and becauſe they apprehended it wonld be an uncommon Bleſſing 
to the poor Children, to have their Bodies and Souls both under the 
perſonal Care of ſuch a Man as Mr. Whitefteld..' And if this was che 

ſe (as we verily believe it was) then whatever Tokens of Reſpect and 
Affection People might have cheerfully given you for yow/el/; yet can 
you imagine, that they would generally have given any Thing for your 
Orphan Houſe, provided you had told them publickly and plainly; that 
you did not intend yourſelf to take Care either of the Bodies or Souls of 
the Children; that upon your Return to Georgia with what you collecs 
ted (which was upwards of 7001. Sterling) + you did not purpoſe to 

| tar 

7 Films F5e  f e Is 
T! Falmouth, P. 33. ; N 


40 ALETTER to the Reverend | 
tarry ſo much as one Furtnigbt with the Orphans? and that perhaps you 


might continue your Travels in other Countries, ſo as never to ſee them 
again in more than four Years? but that you would commit the /pirity- 
a! Affairs of your Orphan Houſe to Mr. Barber, and the outward Afairs 
of it to Mr. Haberſham, Gentlemen of no Name or Character in theſe 
Parts of New England, nor ſo much as known by Name perhaps to 
ene among Multitades of your Contributors? | 
Bur you ſay, P. 14. Did I not mention Mr. Barber publickly at 
the Time of collecting, as one of their own Countrey Men, and bred 
up in one of their own Colleges? Was he not with me in Perſon? 
And did I not again and again declare, that he was to be entruſted 
*© with the Education and ſpiritual Concerns of the Children and Fami- 
„iy? Affuredly 1 did.“ To which we anſwer, that Mr. Barber 
might be with yon in Perſon from Place to Place, and yet eaſily pals 
unobſerved in the Croud, being but little known it theſe Parts of New- 
England. - But if you really did ſhow him publickly to the People, and 
publickly declate from Place to Place, whenever you aſked Contributi- 
ons, that be was to be entruſted with the Education and /paritual Con- 
cerns of the Children, and that you would return to England as ſoon as 
vou had ſettled Mr. Barber at Georgia, and ſee the Orphans no more in 
four or five:Nears;, then you ated a fair and honeſt Part with the Peo- 
ple. And when you ſhall make it appear that theſe Things are true, 
we ſhall readily confeſs that we have been miſtaken, and will publick]y 
aſk your Pardon, and do you Juſtice on this Head. | | 
Ax the mean Time we muſt aflure you, that theſe Things are News 
to us. We don't remember that you made any ſuch Declaration, when 
you. moved for a Contribution at Cambridge. And we have enquired 


diligently. of many Per/ons who have been preſent at ſeveral other of 


your Collections, and cannot find One who remembers he ever heard be- 
fore of ſuab Declaration. And if your Declarations were not made. ſo 
publickly and frequently, that you bad Reaſon to think that the People 
generally, wherever you aſked for Collections, were well acquainted with 
your Intentions, can you perſwade yourſelf, that you have acted fairly 
and honeſtly, when you have ſo deceived the Expectations of ſuch, great 
Numbers of charitable well diſpoſed Perſons ? Can ycu think you have 
treated them with the Sincerity which becomes a Chriſtian, when by, not 
letting them know your Deſigns, you drew ſuch Sums of Money from 
them, as they would never have parted with, if they had underſtood your 
ccue Intentions? "+ 28 T1 Suri 0 e FT mer vet” 15 
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As for Mr. Barber, to whom you committed the ſpiritual Concerns 
of your Orphan Houſe, when you quitted them yourſelf, we only fay, 
that whatever his Piety or Orthodoxy may be, in your Account, yet 
whoever believes the Account given of him by the Rev. Mr. Hart, and 
publiſhed by Dr, Chauncy, in his Seaſonable Tho'ts, P. 186, 187, 188. it 
he be a Chriſtian of a ſound Mind, would by no means truſt his Children 
under ſuch an Inſtructor. 

Ws next obſerved, that the Account which you have given the 
« World of your Diſburſements of the ſeveral Contributions for the 
„ Uſe of your Orphan Houſe, is by no Means ſatisfactory; there being 
„ ſeveral large Articles, and ſome of about a !hou/and Pounds, our Cur- 
e rency, charged in a very ſummary Way, viz. for Sundries, no Men- 
e tion being made therein what the Sum was expended for, nor to whom 
© it was paid,” — You tell us, P. 14. we ſhould have done well to 
have ſaid, ** by no Means ſatisfactory to vs.” —— We anſwer, that we 
are not the only Perſons, who have looked upon this as'a Fault in your 
Accounts. We. have generally heard it ſpoken of as a great Defect, 
by ſuch Gentlemen as are beſt acquainted with Accounts of that Na- 
ture. Nevertheleſs, you are perſwaded, ©* moſt of the Contributors 
„ depended upon your Veracity, and would have been ſatisfied as to 
e themſelves, tho* you had given no Account of the Diſburſements at 
all.“ — But the more entire Confidence the Contributors put in you, 
the more it-concerned you to ſee to it, that they might have no Reaſon 
to repent of their Confidence. It is not to be ſuppoſed, that you could 
undertake the Trouble of making all the Diſburſements yourſelf. 
And if you did not demand an Account of Particulars, with proper 
Vouchers, from ſuch as you truſted to lay out ſuch large Sums of Money 
for you, it is manifeſt, that however upright you may be yourſelf, yet 
you was liable to be greatly impoſed upon and defrauded by them. 

Yov aſk us, if the Account of the Society for propagating the 
Goſpel is more particular than yours?“ We anſwer, there is no Need it 
ſhould, becauſe their Charter directs the Society to give an annual Ac- 
count to the Lord Chancellour, the Lord chief Fuflice of the King's Bench, 
and the Lord chief Juſtice of the Common Pleas, or any two of them, of 
the ſeveral Sums of Money by them received and laid out, and of the 
Management and Diſpoſition of the Revenues of the Corporation.“ 
This we ſuppoſe is punctually done - Year; and we believe you 

will 
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will not call it in Queſtion. For how hardly ſoever you have been 
diſpoſed to think and ſpeak of Miniſters of Religion, we don't remember 
you have ever diſcovered any uncharitable Tho'ts of Miniſters of State, 
or Juſtice. | | 

You go on and aſk, © if we ourſelves would he more particular, ſup- 
<« poſing an Account of what hath been received and diſburſed for Har- 
ce vard College, ſhould ever be required at our Hands“? We anſwer, 
Yes. Our conſtant Method on every Audit Day, is to require of our 
Treaſurer an exact Account of all Receipts and Disburſments ſince the 
laſt Audit; together with ſufficient Vouchers for all Disburſments. 

You obſerve next, P. 14. ** that we ſeem as much to diſlike, and 
<* think ourſelves as much bound to bear Teſtimony againſt the Manner 
of your Preaching, as againſt the Man himſelf, and that in two Re- 
« ſpetts.—Firſt, as it is Extempore Preaching, which we think by no 
«« Means proper, foraſmuch as it is impoſſible that a Man ſhould manage 
«any Argument with that ſtrength, or any Inſtruction with that clear- 
«neſs in an Extempore Manner, as he may with Study and Meditati- 
< on ?——But, Gentlemen (ſay you) does extempore Preaching exclude 
Study and Meditation“? We anſwer, Yes. By Extempore Preaching, 
we intended, as you might eaſily have perceived, tating no Tbo't before- 
hand what you ſhould ſay ; as Mr. Barber, whom you have entruſted with 
the ſpiritual Affairs of your Orphan Houſe, declared, long beſore you car- 
ried him thither, that he had laid aſide all Study, and Fore tho't of what 
he ſhould deliver in his publick Speeches to the People. * 

Tu is Manner of Preaching, we have obſerved to be attended gene- 
rally with a very frequent Repetition of much the ſame Things, and ſo 
to be an unlikely Way to declare the whole Counſel of God. And we 
think that in this Way the Preacher offers what coſt him nothing, and 
therefore that it is a moſt lazy Manner of Preaching z that it is little in- 
ſtructive to the Mind, and ſtill leſs cogent to the reaſonable Powers. — 
Nor have you offered any Thing to give us better Apprehenſions of 
Extempore Preaching in this Senſe. But if by Preaching Extempore, you 
only mean Preaching without Notes, and not Preaching without S/udy 
and Meditation, you could not but be ſenſible that we had no Controverſy 
with you for that; for we expreſly oppoſe the Extempore Preaching we 
condemn, to Preaching with Study and Meditation, and not to Preaching 
with Notes. You therefore take pains to juſtify what we never condem- 
we | ned, 
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ned, when you tell us, that“ Timothy, you believe, was an Exlempore 
% Preacher,” that is, that he preached without Notes ; that this is the 
« Preaching which God hath much honoured ; and that you have gene- 
« rally obſerved, that Extempore Preachers are the moſt fervent laborious 
« Preachers; and that you believe it coſts them as much, if not more 
ce cloſe and ſolemn Th#t, as well as Faith and Confidence in God, as 
& preaching by Notes.” | 

How could you imagine, Sir, that when we ſaid, Mr. Whitefeld 
« evidently ſhows, that he would have us believe his Diſcourſes are Ex- 
„ tempore,” all we intended was, that he would have us believe his Diſ- 
courſes are without Notes? Does not every Man who hears you preach, 
ſee this plainly enough, without your ſaying or doing any Thing on pur- 
poſe to mak him believe it? We think, Sir, you could not be weak 
enough your ſelf (whatever ſome of your Readers may be) to imagine, 
that this was what we meant, The Thing we blame you for, is not, 
ſhewing that you would have us believe that your Diſcourſes are withour 
Notes; but that they are without Study and Meditation, For there are 
ſeveral Paſſages in your Journals, which look as if you would have us 
believe, that you frequently do like Mr. Barber, the Superintendent of the 
ſpiritual Affairs of your Orphan Houje, who declared, that He depen- 
„ ded wholly on the immediate Directions of the Holy Ghoſt, and that it 
« was given bim in that Hour, from Time to Time, what he ſhould ſpeak.” 
How much does it look this Way, when you tell us, N. E. Journal, 
P. 70. when I left my Lodgings, I had fixed on, and folded down a 
e particular Text, but when I came near the Meeting- Houſe, I found it 
much impreſſed upon my Heart, that I ſhould preach upon our Lords 
„Conference with Nicodemus.” And again, elſewhere, ** The L.ord 
« gave me the Text I preached on, juſt before the Meeting, directed 
me to a Method as I was going up the Pulpit Stairs; and enabled me 
to diſcourſe with an uncommon Clearneſs, Freedom, and Power.” * 
Theſe Paſſages certainly look pretending to much more than preaching, 
without Notes. 

IT is eaſy to conceive, that a Miniſter who uſes himſelf to preach wich- 
out Notes, eſpecially if he be an Itinerant, who frequently removes from 
Place to Place, may have a conſiderable Number of well ſtudied Sermons 
in his Mind, and may be equally able at any Time, with the ordinary 
Help of God, to preach one or another of them as he ſees any ſpecial 
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Reaſon for it, or as God may incline his Heart. And if he is in doybt 
at any Time, which of theſe Sermons he ſhall do beſt to preach, we ſhall 
be far from blaming him, it he lift up his Heart in ſecret to God for Di- 
rection. But if in ſuch a Caſe, he ſhould pray in prblick, before Sermon, 
that God would direct him to a Subject, or ſhould tell the People after- 
wards, that when he left his Lodgings, he had fixed upon, and folded 
« down a particular Text, but when he came near the Meeting- Houſe, 
* he found it much impreſſed upon his Heart that he ſhould preach upon 
another Text;“ and that he did accordingly ; it is evident that ſuch a 
Management would naturally tend to make People believe, that he en- 
tertained them with a Diſcourſe which he never meditated or fudied be- 
fore; and would be very contradictory to that Simplicity and godly 
Sincerity which every Chriſtian, and much more every Miniſter, ought 
to maintain. Now, Sir, you can eaſily tell us, whether the two D.. 
courſes referred to in the Journals above recited, were ſuch as you had 
meditated and ſtudied before, or whether they were ſuch as you had not. 
If you ſay, that they were ſuch as you had meditated and ſtudied before, 
we ſhall be glad to know how you excuſe yourſelf from deluding the 
People, in a very criminal Manner, by inſerting ſuch Paſſages in your 
Journal: But if you ſay, that theſe were Sermons which you had never 
meditated and ſtudied before, then you acknowledge, that you ſometimes 
practiſe that extemporaneous Way of Preaching which we condemn, and 
which you yourſelf have not attempted to juſtify. For we think, all 
you plead for in your Anſwer to us, 1s only preaching without Notes, 
which we never found Fault with, and not preaching without Study and 
Meditation, which is the Thing we condemn, | 

You go on and tell us, P. 13. We often ſee that thoſe who preach 
< by Notes, and write too, as may be ſuppoſed, with Study and Me- 


«« dictation, are guilty of as raſh Expreſſions, and vent as dangerous Er- 


<< rors, as thoſe, who, you ſay, preach either without Study or Medita- 
„tion.“ To which we anſwer, that if a Man's ſettled Principles are 
corrupt, it will be no Wonder if his preaching is ſo too, whether it be 
with or without Study and Meditation. But if a Man's Principles are 
ound, we believe you yourſelf will not deny, that he will be in els 
Danger of raſh Expreſſions, and of venting dangerous Errors,” if he 
preaches with Study and Meditation, than if he preaches without. 

You next obſerve, that what the dangerous Errors are that have 
been vented, in your Extempore Diſcourſes, we have not tho't proper 
to ſpecify; unleſs it be, that once or twice, thro* Miſtake, you —_ 
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te that Cbriſt loves unregenerate Sinners with a Love of Complacency ; and 
« that God loves Sinners, as Sinners.” — Theſe you acknowledge were 
« unguarded Expreſſions; but fay, I recalled them publickly, as ſoon as 1 
% was made ſenſible of my Miſtake, and 1 think too, before your 
% Teſtimony againſt me was publiſhed.” — We anſwer, that ſeveral 
of the unguarded Expreſſions in your Sermons, when you was here be- 
fore, have been taken proper Notice of by others; that the two Ex- 
preſſions which we ſpectfied, we had heard of your uſing two or three 
Times; and that you had been taxed with them by a certain Gentleman, 
more than a Fortnight before our Teſtimony was written; and yet we 
could hear of no publick Retractation. And in the hearing of the 
Gentleman who told you of them in private, you declared, that you at-- 
ways ſaid ſo, and made no Acknowledgement that you had erred in fo 
doing. From theſe Things laid together, we tho't we had juſt Reaſon 
to fear, that the Expreſſions were much worſe than unguarded ones; and 
that your bowing to the Gentleman, and thanking him for his kind 
Information,“ looked more like an Artifice to avoid a Diſpute, than 
like an Acknowledgement of any Error. „ e Faun  * 
Bu r it is a ſingular Pleaſure to us, that we are now able to declare, 
that quickly after our Te imony was publiſhed, we were credibly infor- 
med, that you publickly retracted thoſe unhappy Expreſſions; and that 
in your Anſwer you agree with us in ſaying, that “ if they were not 
*« unguarded Expreſſions, they muſt be. a thouſand Times worſe; for 
e cannot look upon them as much leſs than Blaſphemy.Y—— We 
hope, Sir, we ſhall always be much more ready to publiſh your Chriſtian 
Acknowledgements, than to ſpeak of the Errors of your Conduct or Preach- 
ing, which nothing but a Senſe of Duty could have extorted from us. 
LASTLY, you obſerve, P. 16. that © we ſay, we think it our Duty 
* to bear our ſtrongeſt Teſtimony againſt that itinerant Way of preach- 


© ing, which this Gentleman was the firſt promoter of among us, and ſtill 


„ delights to continue in.” For if we had nothing againſt the Man, 
either as an enthuſiaſlick, an uncharitable, ſlanderous or deluſrus Perſon ; 
yet we apprehend ibis itinerant Manner of preaching to be of the worſt 

and moſt pernicious Tendency. 
Now by an [iinerant Preacher, we have ſaid, „we underſtand one 
that hath no particular Charge of his own, but goes about from Coun- 
** try to Country, or from Town to Town in any Country, and ſtands 
ready to preach to any Congregation that ſhall call him to it. And 
** ſuch an one is Mr, OY We have further obſerved, chat 
«& it 
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* it is but trifling for him to ſay (as we hear he hath) that he requires, 
ce ja order to his preaching any where, that the Miniſter ſhould alſo in- 
e vite him to it; for he knows the Populace have ſuch an Itch after 
<« him, that when they generally deſire it, the Miniſter (however diverſe 
„from theirs his own Sentiments may be) will always be in the utmoſt 
„danger of his People's quarrelling with him, if not departing from 

him, ſhould he not conſent to their impetuous Deſires. And that 
„where an Itinerant Preacher hath ſomething in his Manner that is 
<« very. taking with the People, he hath it in his Power, as we have late- 
« ly. unhappily ſeen, to raiſe them to any Degree of Warmth he plea- 
« ſes, whereby they ſtand ready to receive almoſt any Doctrine he is 
t pleaſed to broach: That this hath been the Caſe as to all the itine- 
te rant; Preachers Who have followed Mr. Whitefield's Example, and 
<« thruſt themſclves into Towns and Pariſhes, to the deſtruction of all 
Peace and Order; that hereby they have, to the great Impoveriſh- 
e ment of the Community, taken the People from their Work and Bu- 
« ſineſs, to attend their Lectures and Exhortations, always fraught 
« with Enthuſiaſm, and other pernicious Errors: In fine, that from 
© hence the People ha ve been ready to deſpiſe their own Miniſters, and 
« their Uſefulneſs among them, in too many Places, hach been almoſt 
<< deſtroyed.” | 

To theſe Miſchiefs of the Itinerant Preaching, introduced by you a- 
mong us, Which we have ſeen and felt ſo uncomfortably, you ſay nothing 
at all, but paſi over them in profound Silence. From whence it looks as 
if the Deſtruction of Peace and Order, tho' the Kingdom of God be 
Righteouſneſs and Peace, as well as Joy in the Holy Ghoſt * ; that the tak- 
ing People from their Work and Buſineſs, to attend publick religious 
Exerciſes, much oftner than the Word of God requires or allows ; that 
the Propagation of Enthuſiaſm and Errors, which your Fay of itinera- 
ting, without ever offering yourſelf to any previous Examination by the 
ſtanding Miniſtry, opens a wide and effectual Door for; and that the 
rendering of the ſtanding Miniſtry, tho? uncorrupt in Doctrine, and un- 
blameable in Life, the Objects of their People's Contempt and Abhor- 
rence, and ſo utterly deſtroying their Uſefulneſs: All theſe Thiogs 
feem to be of too little Weight with you, to deſerve one Syllable of an 
Anfwer. 
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” _ BvurT tho? you ſay nothing to theſe, yet you * own our Charge,” that 

ou are ſuch an Itinerant Preacher as we have deſcribed, and “ declare 
« yourſelt willing to put the Cafe on the fame Iſſue as we do, namely, 
« that if there was any Thing leading to this manner of Management in 
« the Directions and Inſtructions given, either by our Saviour or his 
« Apoſtles, we ought to be ſilent; and ſo would a Man of any Mo- 
« deſty, if (on the other Head) there be nothing in the New Teſtament 
« Jeading to it.” To which we added, Surely Mr. J/hitefield will not | 
« have the Face to pretend he acts now as an Evangeliſt. For the 


- — 2 
ud 


« Duty of that Officer certainly was not to go preaching of his own Head i 
« from one Church to another, where Officers were already ſettled, and ö 
« the Goſpel fully and faithfully preached.” You anſwer, P. 16th. > 
« Indeed, Gentlemen, I do, {pretend to act as an Evangeliſt} if by an 

« Evangeliſt you mean, what the Scripture, I preſume, means, viz. one 


« that hath no particular Charge of his own, but goes about from Coun- 

« try to Country, or from Town to Town in any Country, and ſtands 

« ready to preach to any Congregation that ſhall call him to it.” | 

How could you imagine, Sir, that this is what we mean by an Evan- 

geliſt, when it is our Deſcription of the Iinerant Preacher, whom we 

condemn ? Would you perſwade the People, that we condemn one of 

theſe ſorts of Officers, whom our aſcended Saviour gave, for the perfect. | 

ing of the Saints, for the Work of the Miniſtry, for the edifying of the Body 

of Chrit *? Have we not plainly intimated, that we think there is 

« nothing in the New Teſtament leading to ſuch a Management,” as 

that of the Hinerant we have deſcribed ? — Well, but whatever we 

mean, you preſume this is what the Scripture means by an Evangeliſt” \ 

For ſay you, does not that general Commiſſion given by our Lord 0 

co his Apoſtles, Go ye into all ibe World, and preach the Goſpel to ' 

| © every Creature, authorize the Miniſters of Chriſt, even 10 the End of 
© the World, to preach the Goſpel in any Town and Country, tho” net of 


« their own Head, yet whenever or wherever Providence ſhould open a 1 
« Door, even tho? it ſhould be in a Place where Officers are already 4 
«* ſettled, and the Goſpel is fully and faithfully preached? This, I humbly 

« apprehend, is every Goſpel Miniſter's indiſputable Priviledge.” —— L 


But how does this arguing prove, that you now act as an Evangeliſt, 
according, to the Scripture Meaning of the Word, namely, an Officer 
diſtin from an Apoſtle, Prophet, Paſtor or Teacher, which is what you 


ought 
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ought: to have proved, if you could? Does that general Commiſſion 
given by our Lord to his Apoſtles, Go ge into all ibe World and preach 
the Goſpel to every Creature, prove, that a Man who hath no particular 
Charge of his own, but goes about from Country to Country, or from 
Town to Town in any Country, and ſtands ready to preach to any - 
Congregation that ſhall call him to it, is neither Apoſtle, Prophet, Paſir 
nor Teacher, but indeed an Evangeliſt, according to the Scripture Mean. 
ing of the Word? Or if we ſhould grant, that it is the imdiſputa}!s 
Priviledge of every Goſpel Miniſter, to preach the Goſpel in any Town 
and Country, not of his own, Head, but whenever or wherever Providence 
Hall open a Door, even tho? it ſhould be in a Place where Officers are 
already ſettled, and the Goſpel is fully and faithfully preached ; will it 
thence follow, that it is the Duty or the indiſputable Priviledge of every 
Miniſter of the Goſpel, to do as you have done? who have of your 
own Head, ſo far as yet appears to the World, thrown up your Paſtoral 
Relation to the Flock, over which the Holy Ghoſt had made you an Over- 
feer, and whom you had been charged to take Heed to and feed, as ever 
you would conſult the Safety of your own Soul; and who inſtead of 
waiting for Providence to open a Door, travel from Town to Town, and 
from Country to Country, puſhing at every Door, and encouraging the 
People to do ſo too, that it may be burſt open, and Way be made for 
you to enter into other Men's Labours, where Officers are already ſettled, 
and the Goſpel is fully and faithfully preached, Did Timothy or Titus, 
or any other of whom you read in the New Teſtament, do the Work 
of an Evangeliſt after this Manner ? We find that Timothy, not of his own 
Head, but by Order from the inſpired Apoſtle Paul, abode at Epheſus, 
to charge ſome who taught other Dofrines, and gave Heed to Fables and 
endleſs Genealogies, * that they ſhould do ſo 20 more. And we find 
Titus leſt in Crete by the ſame Apoſtle, that he ſhould ſet in Order the 
Things which were wanting, and ordain Elders in every City , as the 
Apoſtle had appointed him. But where do you find any Evangeliſt in 
the New Teſtament; without Command from the holy Ghoſt immediate- 
ly, or Direction from an inſpired Apoſtle, going of their own Heads 
from Country to Country, or from Town to Town, where Officers 
were already ſettled, and the Goſpel fully and faithfully preach'd, to let the 
People know, that if they led to beap to themſelves Teachers, having 
ilching Ears, (notwithſtanding the Danger which God hath ney 5 
eople 
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People of ſuch a Temper) they ſtood ready to preach to any Congrega- 
tion, or Part of a Congregation that ſhould call them to it? We are 
very ſure, that this does not appear to be the Work of an Evangeli/?, 
from that general Commiſſion given by our Lord to his Apoſtles, Gs 
ye into all the World, and preach the Goſpel to every Creature. And much 
leſs does it appear from that Commiſſion, to be the indiſputeble Priviledge 
of every ordinary Goſpel Miniſter to do ſo; tho*-he hath had a particular 
Flock committed to his Care (as you have) and been charged to take 
Heed to himſelf, and to all the Flock over the which the Hely Ghoſt bath 
made bim an Overſeer, to feed the Church of God, which he hath purchaſes 
with his own Blood. If that general Commiſſion given by our Lord 
to his Apoſtles, Go ye into all the World, and preach the Goſpel to every 
Creature, made it the indiſputable Priviledge of every ordinary Goſpel 
Miniſter to do as you have done, to what Purpoſe did the Apoltles 
ordain Elders in every Church? as we read they did, As 14. 23. ſinee, 
notwithſtanding the ſolemn Charge given theſe Elders, to take Heed 10 
and feed all the Flock over which the Holy Ghoſt had made them Overſeers, 
they might, whenever they pleaſed, leave that Flock to take Care of its 
ſelf, and wander from Town to Town, and from Country to Country, 
where Officers were already ſettled, and the Goſpel fully and faithfully 
preached z and might thruſt themſelves into other Men's Labours, and 
boaſt themſelves in another Man's Line, of Things made ready to their 
Hands; Are the People of New: England willing that every one of 
their Miniſters ſhould claim it as his indiſputable Priviledge to do ſo to 
leave them when he pleaſes, and go where he pleaſes, and try how far 
he can inſinuate himſelf into the Affections of other People and Chur- 
ches? If they would not approve ſuch a Conduct in their own Miniſtets, 
let them put it ſeriouſly to their Conſciences, whether they have dont as 
they would-otbers ſhould do to them, when they have ſo much encouraged 
you, and others who have followed your Example, in ſuch a Practice? 
Bur perhaps ſome will ſay, that you had Reaſons for leaving your 
Flock at Savannah, and going from one Town and Country to another, 
to offer your Service to preach. where the Goſpel is fully and faithfully 
preached already, which. other Miniſters cannot plead; and therefore 
you might do what others may not. Would to God that moſt who have 
followed your Example, had been of this Mind, and kept at Home. 
However, to ſay thus, is to contradict your Principle, that it is the #ndi/s 
+ Fa mt | putable 
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putable Priviledge of every Miniſter of the Goſpel to do ſo. — But waving 
this, let us ſce what your ſpecial Reaſons were, that we may know 


whether they will bear ſcanning. Now for zheſe, till you ſhall 5nd 
Freedom in yourſelf to publiſh that Tra, which you promiſed ſo many 
Years ago, #0 give an Account how you was induced to ſet out upon this 
Jlinerant Buſineſs, we know not where to look, but into your Journals; 
in which we think your beſt Friends, as well as your Oppoſers, will 
allow, that you have been pretty communicative; and here we find 
you ſaying, Journal from N. E. to Falmouth, P. 12. | 

I. That you was reſolved to give up Savannah Living, as ſoon as 
you /arrived at Georgia,” becauſe a Pariſh and the Orphan Houſe together 
were too much for you. Upon which we remark, that at the ſame 
Time that you left the Pariſb, you left the Orphan Houſe alſo, contrary 
to the Expectations of them, who contributed to the Support of it; and 
have never ſeen either of them ſince, and perhaps never intend to. For 
tho? you tell us, P. 22. that “ had not Ilineſs prevented, you had ſome 
Weeks ago departed out of theſe Coaſts;“ yet we find you till here, 
tho* very well recovered ; and have ſeen you undertake ſome Journies, 
which conſidering the Seaſon of the Year, were much worſe than travel- 
ling towards Georgia, upon which Road every Day's Journey would 
have bro't you nearer to a more temperate Climate. And afterwards 
you tell us, that if the Pulpits ſhould . be ſhut, the Fields are open, and 
you can go without the Camp; we ſuppoſe you mean, in the approach- 
ing Summer. So then, becauſe you found a (Pariſh and the Orphan 


Houle too much for you, you gave both up, and devoted yourſelf to 


Iinerancy, after you had received 700 J. Sterling upon Suppoſition, that 
you intended to take a faithful Care of the Orphan Houſe (whatever be- 
came of the Pariſh) in your own Perſon. —But you go on and ſay, P. ibid. 
2. Beſides, God ſeems to ſhew me, it is my Duty to Evangelize, and not 
to fix in any particular Place. Upon which we obſerve, that what- 
ever it ſeemed io you, that God ſhewed you to be your Duty, it /eems 
10 ug, that he did not ſhew you how to expreſs your Duty on this 
Occaſion * For inſtead of ſaying, not to fix in any ' particular Place, 
you ſhould have ſaid, to break away from the Place where you was already 

ved. oi Fi 781 er, 5 | 
4 WII, if any Man ſhould be ſo ſtupid as not to feel the Force of 
theſe Reaſons for your leaving your Flock at Savannah, and ſetting out 

vpon this itinerant Buſineſs, you tell us further, | 
3. I had it much impreſſed upon my Mind, that I ſhould go to 
8 England, 


us. 
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England, and undergo Trials for the Truth's Sake; Thoſe Words, 
« the Fews ſought to ſtone thee, and goeſt thou thither again? with our 
„Lord's Anſwer, have been for ſome Time lying upon me: And 
„ whilſt my Friends were weeping round me, St. Paul's Words darted 
« into my Soul, what mean you to weep and break my Heart? I am 
te qwilling not only to be bound, but to die for the Lord Jeſus.“ If 
from theſe Things you concluded your Call clear,” as you ſpeak a 
litle after , to leave your Flock and Orphan Houſe, and go to England, 
Wales, Scotland, &c. upon your Itinerant Buſineſs ; this was another In- 
ſtance of what we charged you with, P. 7. of our Teſtimony, namely, 
« applying the Hiſtorical Parts of Scripture to yourſelf, and your own 
« Afﬀairs, in a moſt enthuſiaſtick Manner,” For how could the Apoſtle 
Paul's willingneſs io be bound, and io die for the Lord Jeſus, or how 
could the Wonder of the Diſciples, at their Lord's propoſing to go again 
ſo ſoon, to the Place where he was lately in Danger of being ſtoned, 
teach you, that it was your Duty to leave the Flock which you had been 
charged ſo take heed to, and feed, and the Orphan Houſe, which you had 
juſt received 700 J. Sterling. upon Suppolition that you would take a 
perſonal Care ot it; and that you ſhould go about as an Ilinerant, from 
one Country and Town to another ? Had you not rather great Reaſon 
to fear, that the Impreſſion upon your Mind to ga #0 England, was a Sug- 
geſtion of the wicked one? Eſpecially, ſince it was ſet on by Paſſages of 
Scripture, darted into your Mind, which were nothing in Reality, and but 


little, fo much as in Sound, to the Purpoſe? How like was this Caſe to 


the Management of the Devil, when he tempted our bleſſed Saviour to 
caſt himſelf down from a Pinnacle of the Temple, becauſe it is Written, He 
ſhall give bis Angels Charge concerning thee, and in their Hands ſhall they 

ime . thou daſh thy Foot againſt a Stone? Math, 
4. 6. The principal Difference between that Cafe and yours, ſcems to 
bo in this, that the Text which the Devil urged our Saviour with, was 
much leſs impertinent, than thoſe which were darted into your Mind, or 
Jay upon it. For that, was a real Promiſe, tho? wickedly abuſed and 
miſapplyed; whereas theſe. were neither Promiſes, nor Precepts, but on- 
ly Hiſtorical Paſſages, which nothing but a warm Imagination, or a wicked 
Suggeſtion could make you think were any Arguments in your Caſe, 
And are there not two very obvious Reaſons for which the Tempter 


might 
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might dart theſe Texts of Scripture into your Mind ? Firſt, to draw you 
away from your Duty in the Station wherein Providence had ſet you, 
And, Secondly, to puff you up with a vain-glorious Conceit, that there 
was ſome near Reſemblance between you and the holy Apoſtle, or even 
our bleſſed Lord himſelf, and to lead many ſimple Readers of your 
Fournals into the ſame fond Imagination alſo. | 

You go on to tell us, P. 17. You © cannot judge that it is being vi/e 
above what is written, to give it as your Opinion, that itinerant Preach- 
ing may be very convenient for the furtherance of the Good of 
the Churches, if it were under a good Regulation,“ To which we 
Anſwer, that we have by ſad Experience found it greatly to the Hurt of 
the Churches, when carried on as'it hath been by you, and thoſe who 
have followed you, without any Regulation at all. When you ſhall pro- 
pole to the World the good Regulation which you think this Way of 
preaching ought to be under, we ſhall give it the Conſideration which ic 
may deſerve. Hitherto we have never heard that you have offered any 
Scheme to regulate'##herant Preaching ;- but you ſeem to be defign'd to 
act at abſolute Will and Pleaſure, till the Miſchiefs of doing ſo are become 
inſupportable any longer; and then perhaps, you will offer your Regula- 
tions. — 5 | | * 
Tov next affirm, that © itinerant Preaching is certainly founded upor 
« the Word of God, and has been agreeably approved of and praftifed by 
% many good Men, with great and happy Succeſs,” both in ancient and 
later Times.“ But what #inerant Preaching are theſe Things true 
of? Unleſs you tell us this, you ſay nothing to the Purpoſe. ——- We 
readily allow, that in every Age Miſſionaries ought to be employed in 
propagating the Goſpel in ſuch Places, and among ſuch People, as have 
not yet received it; or having received, have corrupted it, with an inter- 
mixture of damnable Doctrines. And yet, even in this Cafe, we think 
Men ought not ordinarily to go of their own Heads, but (where it can 
poſſibly be obtained) ſnould have an orderly Miſſion, and be jelemnly' ſepara- 
ted to the Work, as Paul and Barnabas were, when called by the Holy 
Ghoſt to carry the Goſpel. to the idolatrous Gentiles ®,” But what is all this 
to ſuch Ttinerancy as yours, who of your own Head, threw off the Care of 
the Flock which was committed to you, and are now travelling from 
Town to Town, and ſtriving to thruſt your felf in to fuch Places, where 
{it is ſuppoſed) you will allow, that the Goſpel is fully and faithfully 
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preached already? However, if this Suppoſition be a Miſtake, and 
you really believe, that the Miniſters of this Province, in general, or thoſe 
of Boſton in particular, where your Labours have been moſt abundant, 
preach any damnable Doctrines, or neglect to preach any neceſſary 
Truths, it may in ſome Meaſure excuſe your Officiouſne/s, tho? it won't 
much commend your Judgment or Candour. But if you have this Tho't 
of the Miniſters, certainly you ought to deal faithfully with them, and 
endeavour to reſcue their Souls, as well-as the Souls of the People, by 
telling them plainly what the damnable Errors are, which you imagine 
they preach, or what the neceſſary Truths which you think they neglect. 
Till you do this, we muſt charitably ſuppoſe, you think, that they preach 
the Goſpel fully and faithfully. And then, you are itinerating after ſuch 
a Manner, as you have not yet produced any Warrant for, from the 
Word of God. We have already ſhown you, that that general Commiſ- 
ſion given by our Lord to his Apoſtles, Go ye into all the World, and 
preach the Goſpel to every Creature, will by no Means juſtify ſuch itinera- 
ting as yours. Nor do we expect you will ever be able to produce any 
Thing more to your Purpoſe from the Divine Oracles. And we are 
bold to ſay, that you have not yet, and we are perſwaded never will, 
be able to name the Men of Credit and Character in the World, for 
Piety, Learning and Orthodoxy, Wwho have either in ancient or later 
Times, approved and practiced itinarating after your Manner: We find 
it hard to per ſwade ourſelves, that you can be inſenſible, that the feve- 
ral Inſtances mentioned by you, P. 17. can ſerve no other Purpoſe, but 
to deceive the ignorant or tho'tleſs. Can you have the Face to pretend, 
that the Reformation was begun and carried on by itinerant Preach- 
„ ing,” where the Goſpel was fully and faithfully preached already? 
Where were ſuch Places to be found before the Reformation was be- 
gun? Or if there were any ſuch Places to be found, was it theſe which 
needed to be reformed, and not ſuch as were overſpread with Popiſh 
Darkneſs, Superſtition and Idolatry? Or would you make vs believe, 
that the {/:nerants you ſpeak of, began and carried on the Reformation, by 
preaching from Place to Place, to ſuch as were well reformed already; 
and by leaving the unreformed to take Care of themſelves? 
Ac Alx, did Knox, &c. and the good old Puritans, any of them all 
(excepting ſuch as might be driven from Place to Place by Perſecution ) 
ever leave their own Flocks in the Manner you have done, and go 
irom one Town and Country to another, ſtriving to preach in ſuch Places 
eſpecially, as had Officers already 8 who did act ſoun io declare the 
whole 
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whale Counſel of God, and who kept back nothing that was profitable for 
the Church? — And what tho? there © are Itinerants ſent forth by 
Societies for propagating the Goſpel, and promoting Chriſtian Know- 
* lecge, both in England, Scotland and Denmark?” Do not the very 


Names of theſe Societies ſuppoſe, that their ztinerant Miſſionaries ate 


deſigned for Places which they think to be deſtitute of the pure and clear 
Light of the Goſpel ? | 

Bur “ did not holy Mr. Baxter (ſay you,) in Conjunction with others, 
< earneſtly, and with weighty Reaſons, recommend itinerant Preaching, 
* even where the Goſpel was fully and faithfully preached, in 
*© 1657 ??-——We anſwer, not ſuch itinerant Preaching as yours, as we 
ſhall eaſily ſhow, from your own Extracts from him, in ſo many, and 
ſuch important Inſtances, that every impartial Reader will plainly ſee, 
that his Example is much more againſt you, than for you. For, 

1. Tae Itinerants propoſed by Mr. Baxter, „were to be choſen by 
< the Miniſters of the County, out of the moſt lively, yet fober, peaceable, 
orthodox Men.” —— They were not to be Strangers, who were fo 
often removing from Place to Place, that their, moral Qualifications, 
Orthodoxy and Prudence could not be well known; nor were they to 


go of their own Heads, but to be choſen by the Miniſters of the County, 
who beſt knew them. | | 


2. Tnzsz Miniſters were not to relinquiſh entirely the Flocks com- 


mitted to their Care, and turn Itinerants for Life, but were co leave their 
own Congregations only once a Month, and the Miniſters of the Coun- 


ty took Care that another ſhould, in their Abſence, preach in their 


Places.” | 

3. Ox x great Deſign of ſetting up theſe Itinerants was © to counter- 
* mine Seducers, and hinder the ill Succeſs of Satan's Itinerants.” —— 
It was an unhappy Time, when great Numbers of Sectaries, of many 
Denominations, ſuch as Quakers, Seekers, Ranters, Antinomians, Fami- 
liſts, &c. &c. turned Exborters and Itinerants, and over-run the Nation 
ipreading Enthuſiaſm and Error wherever they came. And therefore it 
was tho'c neceſſary that ſome able choſen Men ſhould be ſent out, to the 
Aſſiſtance of their Brethren in the ſtanding Miniſtry, againſt theſe Se- 
ducers. A Thing which may, perhaps, by ſome, be tho't neceſſary 
among us, if the [tinerants and Exhorters, who ran without being /ent, 
in the Years paſt, and have done ſuch unſpeakable Miſchiefs to the 
Intereſts of Religion, ſhould take freſh Spirit and Courage, from your 


Return and Continuance in the Country, and renew their Efforts, as 
ſeveral have begun to do already. 4. Mu. 
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4. Ma. Baxter*s Itinerants were to fend a Letter to tne Miniſter of 
the Place, and receive his Anſwer, before they preſumed to preach in any 
Congregation. In which Letter it was ſignified, that they had no Tho'ts 
of obtruding their Help upon him without his Conſent. How unlike 
is this to ycur Declaration, that the People have a Right to invite and 
« hear? and that if the Pulpits ſhould be ſhut, the Fields are open?“ As 
if the People were not in ſo much Hazard from ſeducing Spirits in the 
Field, as in the Pulpit ; and as if the Miniſters were not as much concer- 
ned to warn their Flocks of the Sin and Danger of indulging an itching 
Ear, and of heaping to themſelves Teachers afler their own Luſts, in one 
Place as in another. 

5. Ax laſtly, the Miniſters who choſe and ſent the 1tinerants whom 


Mr. Baxter recommends, declare, that they will be fo far from being 


likely to ſow any Errors, or cauſe Diviſions, or to draw the Hearts of 
the People from their own faithful Paſtors, that they will be forward to 
aſſiſt them againſt any ſuch Diſtempers in their Flocks, And Dr. 
Calamy, in his Abridgement of Mr. Baxter's Life, tells us, P. 121. 
That wherever theſe Itinerants came, © they were to ſay ſomewhat to 
„draw the People to the Honour and ſpecial Regard of their own 
e Paſtors; that how weak ſoever they were, they might ſee that the 
© Deſign was not to draw away the Hearts of the People from them, 
te but ſtrengthen their Hands, and help them in their Work.” — How 
very different from this hath been your Behaviour, who have told the 
People of New England, that unconverted Miniſters are the Bane of the 
Chriſtian Church, and that you feared many, yea, moſt of their Miniſters 
were ſuch? And in this pernicious Practice of filling the Minds of Peo- 
ple with evil Surmiſes of their Miniſters, and ſo hurting the Miniſters 
Uſefulneſs, and wronging the Souls of the People, we don't know of one 
Itinerant or Exhorter that hath followed you, who hath not too exactly 
copied after you, — 

We think we have now made it very 7 that neither the Text of 
Scripture which you produce, nor any of the Examples you cite from 
Hiſtory, do by any Means juſtify ſuch an Hinerancy as yours hath been; 
and thar you have greatly, tho* we don't ſay, wilfully, impoſed upon 
ſuch Readers as knew no better, in every one of your Hiſtorical Ex- 
amples. 

Ax p now, Sir, we cannot but expreſs our very great Surpriſe, that 
you ſhould go on, and dare to fay, as P. 20. This is, and ſhall be 
my Endeavour, and was fo when I was here laſt, my Conſcience alſo 

* bearing 


mee 
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« bearing me Witneſs in the Holy Ghoſt.” If by this you mean, that it is, 
and ſhall be your Endeavour, and was ſo when you was here laſt, to 
conform your Itinerancy to Mr. Baxter's Model, (and we can make nothing 
elſe of this ſolemn Proteſtation) it is altogether unaccountable. ; 

Does your Conſcience bear you Witneſs in the Holy Ghoſt, that when you 
was here laſt, you was choſen and ſent on this itinerant Buſineſs, by any 
Miniſters who well knew your Peaceableneſs and Orthodoxy ?—— Does 
your Conſcience bear you Witneſs in the Holy Ghoſt, that you have not en- 
ticely relinquiſhed the Flock committed to your paſtoral Care, but that 
you only leave them one Lord's Day in a Month? Does your Con- 
ſcience bear you Witneſs in the Holy Ghoſt, that one great Deſign of your 
coming into this Country, as an Itinerant, was to countermine Seducers, 
and hinder the ill Succeſs of Satan's Itinerants ?—- Does your Conſcience 
bear you Witneſs in the Holy Ghoſt, that you had no tho't of obiruding 
your Service upon Miniſters without their Conſent, when you bleſs'd God 
for it, that if the Pulpits ſhould be ſhut, the Fields are open? In fine, 
Does your Conſcience bear you Witneſs in the Holy Ghoſt, that inſtead of 
cauſing Diviſions, or drawing the Hearts of the People from their own faith- 
ful Paſtors, you have been forward to affiſt them againſt any ſuch Diſ- 
tempers in their Flocks? when you have told the People, that you fear 
moſt of their Miniſters are ſuch as you judge to be haf Beaſts and balf 
Devils, the Bane of the Church, &c. If your Conſcience will ſuffer you 
to give an affirmative Anſwer to theſe Queſtions, which contain ſome of 
the principal Articles in Mr. Baxter's Scheme, we beſeech you to conſi- 
der ſeriouſly, whether ſuch an Indulgence will not more reſemble the 
Behaviour of them, who have their Conſcience ſeared with an hot Iron, 
than of a Man whoſe Conſcience bears him Witneſs in the Holy Ghoſt. 
W ſhall now diſmiſs this Head of Iincramcy, having purpoſely ſaid 
nothing more concerning it, than you have given Occaſion for in your 
Letter to us, becauſe the Rev. Dr. Chauncy hath written, ſo much and 
fo well upon it, in his Seaſonable Tho'ts, and in his Letter to you, that 
as no. Anſwer to him hath yet been attempted, ſo we don't expect any 
tolerable one will be ever given. | 

Wr ſhall haſten, with you now to a Concluſion 3 only taking Notice, 
as: we paſs along, of a few of the remaining exceptionable Paſſages in 
your Letter. You infinuate, P. 20. that ſome of your Expreſſions 


« ha ve been made to-ſpeak Things, and convey Ideas which you never 
« intended.” To which we anſwer, that when you ſhall have declared 
publickly, what thoſe Expreſſions were, and what were the Ideas which 
you 
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you did not intend to convey by them, we ſhall be very glad of the 


Opportunity to make all reaſonable Allowances. In the mean Time, 


we aſſure you, that we are not conſcious that we have overſtrained any 
of your Expreſſions, or affixed any other Ideas to them, than ſuch as 
will naturally riſe in the Mind of every impartial Man who reads them, 
If you have made uſe of ſuch Expreſſions, as convey Ideas which you 
never intended, you muſt blame your ſelf, and not us for it. 
We ſee no Reaſon, from any Thing you have ſaid, to alter our Opi- 
nion, that you are the blameable Cauſe of all the Quarrels on Account 
« of Religion, which the Churches are now engaged in,”—— It was 
you, who, by your Preaching and your Writings, firſt filled the Minds 
of the People with groundleſs evil Surmiſes about their Miniſters; and 
it was your Example in leaving your Flock, and travelling from one 
Country and Town to another, where Officers were already ſettled, and 
the Goſpel fully and faithfully preached, together with the Careſſes and 
Applauſes you met with for it, which firſt put it into the Hearts of 
many others, who would probably otherwiſe have never tho't of it, to do 
fo too. And beſe, together with the Exborters chat accompanied them, 
have every 'one of them, ſo far as we can learn, cultivated the fame un- 
charitable 4 in our Churches, which you did. And even they, 
who went ſo far as to tell the People, that this and the other Miniſter, 
by Name, was unconverted, ſeem to have taken it from you, who have 
ſtrongly intimated in your N. E. Journal, P. 77. that you then intended 
to do ſo, whenever you ſhould come into this Country again. For you 
ſay, Never had ſo little Oppoſition : But one might eaſily foreſee 
© much would hereafter ariſe, when I come to be more particular in my 
« Application to particular Perſons; for I fear, many, many reſt in a 
Head. Knowledge, are cloſe Phariſees, and have only a Name to 
« live,” You was then taking your Leave of Beſton, and quickly 
going out of the Province; and what you could intend by that more 
particular pj em to particular Perſons, whom you feared to be cloſe 
Phariſees, from which Application you expected much Oppoſition 
would hereafter ariſe, it is not eaſy to conceive ; unleſs it was, that 
whenever you ſhould return into the Country again, you would call fuch 
cloſe Phariſees by Name, drag them out of their Concealment, and expoſe 
them to the People. And, perhaps, it is only owing to the Oppoſition 
which you have ſeen ariſe to this extravagant Practice of fome of your 
Friends and Followers, that you have been witheld hitherto from doing, 
what from this Paſſage you ſeem at that Time to have had in 
your Heart, —— P Now, 


f 
. 
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No, Sir, ſioce your Preaching, Writings and Example, have been 
* ſuch as naturally tended to lead into all the Quarrels on the Account 
) o Religion, which the Churches are now engaged in, you may very 
juſtly, be look'd upon as the blameable Cauſe of them all. Nor will ic 

much alter tke Caſe,” tho? ſome who may have had a Hand in them, are 

Men whom vos never knew. For tho' you are unacquainted with 

them, yet they are but too well acquainted with your Writings and bad 
Example. Would not “ the firſt Founder of Harvard College be char- 

«©. geable with all the bad Principles and Practices which any of the 
Members of that Society have been guilty of fince his deceaſe,” if 

hey had been led into them by the Errors of his Writings, and by his 

| lalul Example? And would not Lulber have been juſtly charged with 
* all therlmprudencies of them,” who ſaid they were his Adherents, 
but, were not, and who by their Enutbuſiaſm and Errors ſo much diftur- 
bed the Reformation ; if they could fairly have drawn their Impruden- 

_ Jies, Kut fam and Errors, from his Writings and Example ? But Lu- 


= EE. 


— our own and Mr. Tennant's Labours, we ſuppoſe he will 
| +4! 


o 
* 


Four Preaching, | | 
„Nou kad told us, P. 16. that you * utterly deteſt Antinomianijm, 
9225 in Principle and Practice.“ Upon this we muſt obſerve here, 


| ' Engiand, we ſhould. not have taken any Exceptions at the Matter of 


get we did not do it in the proper Place, that in your ſecond Letter to 
e Biſhap of. Dondan, lately printed and {pread among us, younranſcribe 
Aden Palage (ich oa had printed once before) out of the Honcyromb 
J ee, vn men hy · one Mr. Tan. Tou inſinus te, F. 13 0f 
1 | Per your 


of 
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your Letter, chat he wrote with Piety and Judgment on the Head of Ju 
ii cation. And notwithſtanding your Zral and Unchantablenels towards 
Dr. Tillotſon, and the Author of the Hhole Duty af Man, you don't give 
the leaſt Hint that there is any thing falſe or dangerous in this Honeycomb 
of free Juſtiſicatiun: And therefore, leſt your Followers, by your Ex- 
tracts from the Book, and Commendation of the Author, ſhould be led 
to read the Bock, and ſwallow all the Poiſon in it, before they are a- 
ware, we think our ſelves in Duty bound to warn them againſt it, as 
containing the very Dregs of Antinomianiſm. There are ſuch horrible 
Paſſages in it ay theſe which follow; That an un juſtified Man that be- 
« lieveth that Chriſt hath taken away his Sins, is as clean without Sin, as 
« Chriſt himſelf :. That after Rebaptization, Men cannot Sin: That God 
<< is not angry; at the Sins of the Elect: That Juſtiſication is meri/orious 
ot all the Favour and Bleſſings of God: That Sanctification is the very 
Heart of Popery : That there is no more Sin in the Children of God, 
ce than in Chriſt himſelf; and upon this Ground, God in Juſtice cannot 
<« puniſh, yea, nor tabuke them for Sin: That the Believer and all his 
% Actions, tho? Adultery, Robbery, Lying, are as chan from Sin as 
„ Chriſt, or his Actions. wy | 

Ap nom, Sir, could a Man of your Zeal, publiſh Extracts once and 
againz from a Book full of ſuch Blaſphemies and Doctrines of Devils; 
deſctibe the Man who wrote it; tell when and where the Boqk was prin- 
ted; implicitly commend. the, Piety and Judgment of the Author, and 


: 
4 


not ſay. a Word of any bad Thing in the Book, and yet “ deteſt Au 


4 nomiani/m, both in Principle and Practice?“ But if you hold, the 
Doctrine of this Book, that the Believer and all his Actions, tho? Adul- 
ter y, Robbing, Lying, are as clean from Sin as Chriſt or his Actions,“ 
ydur moſt ſolemn Proteſtations are good for nothing. Vu may tell us a 
thouſand Times, that you deteſt Aminamianiſin, and yet be an Anlinamiau 
all che Fhile. The whole Current ↄf your Preaching and your Writings 
for ſeven Years tagether, may be only ſuch as - you judge will beſt ſerve 
to engage the Eſteem and Affection of the People; aud then when you 
think they are ſo devoted to you, as to follow any where with im- 
plicit Faith and blind Obedience, you may tack about, and. preach and 
write in quite another Strain ; and yet:after ſuch a Sorits of Prevarkea - 
— — — ä — — — —— — — — — — . 6 
® Mr. Neal, in his Hi/lery of 4he Paritang, Vol. 3. P. 68. tells us, that the Neger cad 
Apembly of Divines at minen, who eompoſed. he Conſeflien of Faith and Cat 
nr, ren ence dangerous Poutions ia rens Weltid ge, and ce them in 
heir, publick demons and Writings, . 
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tion and Lying, if you flatter ſelf that you are a Believer, you will 
de as clean from Sin as Chriſt, in your own Conceit, according to the 
Principles of that Book. i, | 
Tov tell us again, P. 21. I am come to New- England with no In- 
4 tention to meddle with, much leſs to deſtroy the Order of the New- 
« England Churches, or turn out the generality of their Minifters, or re- 
«ſettle them with Miniſters from England, Scotland and Ireland, as hath 
„been hinted in a late Letter written by the Rev. Mr. Clap, Rector of 
« Yale College.” — You have-fince received another Letter from that Gen- 
tleman, together with the Tutors of Tale College, in which we think there 
is fo much Evidence bro't from your own Preaching and Writings, of 
your bad Deſigns, that we don't think any Denial of yours will be enough 
to ſatisfy unprejudiced' Perſons of your Innocence. Eſpecially, ſince you 
have given ſo much Reaſon to fear, that you are of the ſame Principles 
with the above-named Mr. Eaton.— We ſhall therefore only ſay upon this 
Head, that as it appears from ſome Writings of your own, and your 
Friends, but little known in New England as yet, and by a good Provi- 
denee bro't to Hand at this critical Seaſon; that you have in all Parts of 
England and Wales, as far as your Intereſt reached, formed your Follow- 
ers into Bands, Aſſociations, Sc. after the Moravian Manner; and have 
ſet over them Exborters, Superintendents, Viſitors, and are yourſelf Grand 
Moderator over all, when in England, and your dear Brother Harris in 
your Abſence ; ſo we may very reaſonably” conclude, that whenever you 
think the good People of this Country enough under your Influence to 
bear it, you will throw off the Maſk here too, and endeavour to reduce 
us to'the ſame Model. L 977-4501"? 3,000 2 100 
'Yov go on and ſay, Neither as I know of, has my Preaching the 
« jeaſt Tendency thereunto.”—— Can you fay-fo, Sir, of your Preach- 
ing when you was here before; or of your Writiogs ?? 
Tov aſſure us next, P. 22. Had not Illneſs prevented, I had ſome 
Weeks ago departed out of theſe Coafts.” Upon which we obſerve, 
that you are comfortably recovered, the Seaſon of the Tear is inviting 
to travel, and yet you are not quite gone, three Months after the Date 
of your Letter. | | 
Bur you ſay, you have a Right to preach, and the People have a 
« Right to invite and hear.“ We anſwer, we have ſhown you, that 
you have not yet produced any Warrant from the Word of God, for 
fuch Itinerancy as you are practiſing; and God hath awfully warned the 
People, 2 Tim. 4. 3, 4+ That if after their own Tufts, they Hal MP 
* | | 10 
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to themſelves Teachers, having itebing Ears, they Hall turn awzy their 
Ears from the Truth, and Hall be turned unto Fables. | 


You proceed and fay, ** I defire to be humbled, and aſſc publick 
Pardon for any raſh Word I have drop'd, or any Thing I have wrote 
te or done amiſs, —This leads me alſo to aſk Forgiveneſs, Gentlemen, if 
J have done you or your Society, in my Journal, any Wrong.”—— 
Theſe, Sir, are all general Terms. You don't acknowledge in them, 
that you have drop'd any raſh Word, or wrote or done any Thing amiſs; 
nor do you acknowledge that you have done us, or our Society any 
Wrong. Whenever you ſhall enter into Particulars, and make your Ac- 
knowledgements as explicit as your Offences have been, and ſhall reform 
your Conduct, we humbly hope we ſhall be as hearty and full in our Far- 
giveneſs, as you can be in your Acknowledgements, —— 


In fine, we think we have fully made out the ſeveral Charges in our 
Teſtimony and therefore are not ſenſible that we have done you any In- 
Jury, —— Theſe Things, Sir, I have written in the Name, and at the De- 
ſire of the Rev. Preſident, &c. of Harvard College. 


And now, Sir, for my ſelf, I can with great Sincerity aſſure you, that 
it hath. been no ſmall Grief of Heart to me, to deal with you in this pub- 
lick Manner: But as theſe Things have been all made publick by your 
own Writings, which are read, I ſuppoſe, in all Parts of the Britiſh Do- 
minions in Europe and America; and, as I apprehend, you have heen per - 
mitted to fall into repeated, deliberate, moſt publick, comprehenſive and 
pernicious Violations of the holy Laws of God, I cannot perſwade 
my ſelf that any Good could come of private Conferences; but think, 
that you ought to give Salisſaction in as publick a Manner, as you have 
given Offence; which I earneſtly pray God to incline your Heart to do, 
and am, 

Rev, Sir, 


Your ſincere well Wiſher, 


and humble Servant, 
Cambridge, April 22, 1745. 
Ago - Edward Wiggleſworth. 


to perverſe Diſputings and Party Zeal, 


wy 6 
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12 is one Thing more, Sir, which did not properly fall un- 
der any of the Heads in the foregoing Letter, which yet I chink 
of conſiderable Importance, that you ſhould be faithfully informed of 
namely, 5 
Tur you yourſelf, and the other Gentlemen who ſollow'd the Ex- 
ample” you hid ſet, were, by a nt mp Miſconduct, the firſt and 
greateſt Obſtruftors of any in the World, of that good Wort, which 
we once hyped God had made uſe of you, as an e in begin- 
ning | | 
| — this the rather, for the Sake of many pious Perſons, Mi. 
niſters as well as others, and ſome of them my very dear Friends, who 
for want of duly obſerving the Courſe of Things, ſeem to have gone 
too far into an evil Surmiſe, that the Oppoſition which hath been made 
to you, and to ſuch as have copied after you, is owing to a diſreliſh of 
ſerious vital Piety. Whereas they cannot but be ſenſible, if they will 
give themſelves the Trouble impartially to recollect, that the unhappy 

Fe&s of "itinerant Preaching, without any Regulation or Reſtriction, 
were ſeen and felt to a great Degree, before any conſiderable Oppoſiti- 
on was made to it. 5 * 

You know very well, Sir, what a Reception you had when you was 
here before: How that 'every Man's Heart, his Table, and his Purſe 
were open to you ; and you are no Stranger to the very kind Recepti- 
bn which Mr. Tennant met with after you; tho* be alſo, like yoy, was 
continually endeayouring to poſſeſs People with fearful Apprehenſions 


of the Danger of an Unconverted Miniſtry, as if you both tho't that 


to be one of the greateſt Dangers the People of New- England were in, 
and” therefore warned them of it in almoſt every Sermon you preached. 
The ill Effects of this on the People's Minds, began to appear very 
Won. For, as Dr. Chauncy hath obſerved, I think truly, “ even before 
& you left New: England, Miniſters were commonly fpoken of as Pha- 
« riſes and unconverted; and it was not long after, before they were 
* called all the bad Names that could render them odious,” by great 
Numbers of People, who were hereby put out of any likelihood of ever 
getting Good by their Miniſtry, and who were diſpoſed to propagate 
the ſame Diſaffection to their Children after them, to the undoing of 

their Souls alſo, _ | 
HowzyEzR, we ſtill endeavoured to confine our Concern upon this 
Account to our own Breaſts, left by ſpeaking it out, we ſhould: turn the 
good Impreſſions which ſeem'd to be upon the Minds of many why 2 
| UT 
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POSTS C RIP. 1 
Bur when you told the People of New England, a few Months 
alter, in your Journal, that Jos feared maſt of their Miniſters were ſuch 


Men as you judge to be half Beaſts and half Devils, &c. and that their 
Colleges were not far ſuperiour to ſuch Univerſities as are ſunk into mer 
Seminaries of Paganiſm, where Chriſt or Chriſtianity js ſearce ſo much as 
named; when the Swarm of Iiineranis and Exborters, who after your 
Example, over-ran the Country, appeared every one of them, 
in more or leſs of the Spirit of yayr Journal; when thoſe ſhameful Diſ- 
orders in Practice, and dangerous Errors in Doctrine, which Dr. Chauncy 
hath given ſuch a melancholy Account of in his Seaſonable Tho'ts, were 
propagated in all Parts of the Land by theſe Means; when great Num- 
bers of People were led to think, that ſuch Miniſters as ftydied to be guiet, 
and to do their own Buſineſi, and lo take Heed ſo the Floeks over which the 
Holy Ghoſt bad mage them Overſeers, had comparatively little or no Con- 
cern for the Glory of God, and for the Good of Souls ; and when every 
wandering Star, like the Tail of the Dragon“, drew a ſyrpriſing Train af- 
ter it, and there was no reſtraining tbe Luſt of the People to beap to them- 
felves Teachers; then we began to conſider more attentively than we had 
ever done before, that /uch an 1iinerancy as yours hath na Foundation in 
the Word of God; and. that whatever promiſing Appearances it may 
have at firſt, and how far ſoever the Wiſdoni and Power of God may 6- 
verule it for real Good to wy for a Time; yet, that it certainly tends, in 
its own Nature, to Enthuſiaſm, Error, Contention, Confuſion, and every 
evil Work ; and muſt, unleſs a Miracle of Mercy prevent, be Bitterneſs 
in the End. This I think hath been the real Courſe of Things; ſo that 
L cannot hut conclude, that you and your Followers may thank your own 
Goful Miſconduct for moſt of the Oppoſitions you have met with; and 
at the ſame Time I believe the better Part of your Oppoſers have Rea- 
Jon, to humble themſelves before God and Man, that they ſuffered them» 
ſelves, at firſt, to be governed more by plauſible Appearances, than by 
the unerring Oracles of God, | | | 18 
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T HE Reader is deſired to correct the following Errors of the Preſs being the moſt 
| material, and ſame of them being ſuch as pervert or contradict the Senſe of the 
Authour. P. 1. I. 12. for confider, read reconfider. P. 5,1. 21. dele great. P. 7. I. 12. 
read Witneſſes. P. 8. 1. 7. for would, read will, P. 11.1. 11. after Notice it, infert 
wiz. P. 15.1. 6. after and, add fo. P. 17.1. 31. read intended. P. 21. Taft I. read 76, 17. 
P. 27. J. 7. for Reaſons, read Perſonr. P. 31. I. 28. read, Calumniating. P. 33. J. 1. 
read, you meant to make it out, P. 38, J. 25. dele not. P. 43. 1. 31. after look, add like. 
F. 47. I. 21. read 7hoſe. eee * 
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"ANSWER 


05 To the Things charg'd upon Him by the Reverend 
MI. Whitefield, as Inconſiſtences. | 


fi. Rev. Sir, N Vi | 1210 51 
HERE As, in your Letter in Anſwer to the Teſtimony of the 
g College againſt you and your Conduct (to which the foregoing is 


To the Rev. Mr. Whitefield. 


a Reply) you was pleas d to mention ſeveral Paſſages in my Sermon 


preach'd before the Convention of Miniſters, May, 174.1. as contradict- 
Ing faid Teſtimony : It. is therefore, without all Doubt, proper for me 
perſonally, to make Anſwer to you in that Reſpect. | 
As to the firſt of the ſaid Paſſages, Pag. 10. Not but that the Saints 
may feel this very ſenſibly, and it is a Foy unſpeakable and full of Glory, 
quoted. as harmonizing with your Notion of feeling of ihe Spirit, as you 
Have ic in your Sermon of Tdwelling of the Spirit, Pag. 364. I anſwer, 
In Addition'ts what is faid in the preceding Reply to you3 
You know, Sir, that we, in our Teſtimony, ate far from denying the 
Senſe that the Saint hath of the Operation of the Spirit of God upon 
the Soul, when he ſheds abroad his Love into it, which, no doubt, would 
de (as you ſay) to deny all ſuch Operations; but only manifeſt a very 
great difllike to the Phraſe which you ſeem very fond of, in that Caſe, 
viz, feeling | the Spiru of God, being ſeveral Times mentioned: This, I 
fay, we very much diſlike, as tending to create in the Mind too grofs 
.a Conception of his Influences upon the Soul, as ſome have been led 
thereby to take the'Expreſlion literally, ſo as to imagine the * of 
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(2) 
their Breaſts and Stomachs in their religious Agitations, to be the feeling 
of the Spirit of God: And methinks you might be ſuſpicious of this 
Tendency too, if you would well attend to what a worthy Miniſter of 
Chriſt (whoſe Praiſe has been in our Churches for twenty Years) lately 
wrote you in a Letter, after having heard you at Boſton fome Time in 
December laſt, and before our Teſtimony came out, which Letter you 
have by you, in which he ſays, * When J heard you ſo much inſiſt upon 
« Perſons feeling the Spirit, —— I was concern'd for fear ſome weak Per- 
« ſons might be led into Miſtakes, for want of more. clear and diſtin& 
Ideas of theſe ſpiritual Doctrines. I think I have Reaſon to fear, ſome 
© have very groſs Ideas of the Word Feeling, as if it were to be taken 
« with reſpe& to Matter, from which they are in danger of forming ſome 
Idea to themſelves of Chriſt and the Holy Ghoſt, as ſomething which 
they feel in their Hearts and Breaſts, as they do their Food and 
Drink in their Stomachsggynd ſo embrace an Image of their own Fan- 
cy, inſtead of the only Redeemer.” And be pleas'd, Sir, particularly 
to mark what follows. * How abſurd ſoever this may appear to you, 
© I have Reaſon to fear it, which, with many other abſurd and unſcrip- 
« tural Notions imbib'd by ſome, ſome of which I have heard from the 
* Mouths of ſuch as I have diſcours'd with. makes it appear to me, 
© that Miniſters ought now to be more than commonly careful, to be 
very exact and clear in all the Doctrines they preach— of the work- 
* ings of the Holy Spirit on the Hearts of Believers F | 

Now it is in the Manner thus (I think very judiciouſly) faulted, in 
which you ſeem always to delight to expreſs yourſelf ; ſo in the Sermon 
we refer to, you ſay, — we can't have the Spirit of God, without feeling of 
it. Again, you think —“ you ſhould hinder the Progreſs of the Goſpel, 
„ ſhould you tell the People, they might have the Spirit of Ged, and nat 
« feel it. And now to argue an Iaconſiſtency in me, in ſigning a Piece 
wherein there is ſo much Fault found with this Expreſſion, Feeling the 
Spirit of God, you mention that Paſſage in my Sermon, in faid 10t 
Page.—Not but that the Saint may feel this very ſenſibly, —Feel what 
The Spirit of God? No; I ſay no ſuch Thing, What then? Why, 
They may feel Foy very ſenſibly. Here, Sir, it is very plaio, I ſay nothing 
about . the Spirit of God, and therefore is this Paſſage nothing to 
your Purpoſe, If you ſay, we 7 againſt feeling the Spirit of God in 
its Operations upon them z yet pleaſe to obſerve, we mean Operations 


upon their Bodies; as is plain by the whole Run of our Objectiop. 
And that ſuch a groſs corporeal IP of his Operations is agrecable 
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to your Notion of theſe Feelings, I think is very plain by that Paſſage 
in your Life, P. 29. where you ſay, your Drought and noiſom Clam- 
mineſs in your Mouth went off, when you cried out, I thirft, I thirſt ;, as 
our Saviour did when bis Sufferings were near over“ To which Paſſige, 
tw'd in our Teſtimony as an uncommon enthuſiaſtick Turn, you make 
no Anſwer. 

As to the other Paſſages you have given us from the ſaid Sermon, 
I now affure you, Sir, and all the World, that I am fo far from being 
diſpleas d with the mention of them, that I rather rejoice in it, as there- 
by you have given me a fair Opportunity to correct then: For tho! 
I have a good while diſlik'd them, and therefore (you muſt needs think) 
cou'd not be inſenſible of them when I came into the formention'd 
Teftimony ; yet I did not think it worth while, ſince they are upon the 
Charitable Side, to make a formal Buſineſs of Retractation; tho? 7 think 
if they bad been upon the other Side, I ought to have done it, whether call d 
upon vr not. And inaſmuch as you have noted them as ſtanding in direct 

ppoſition to ſeveral Things in the Teſtimony which I my ſelf have 
ſigned, ©* I now thank you, Sir, for pointing out thoſe Faults to me,” 
if you will allow me to give that Term to thoſe Errors and Miſtakes. 
Tau firſt of theſe Paſſages is in your 13th. Page, where you aſſure 
us, that what I have ſaid in my Sermon, Pag. 33. is true with reſpect 
to you, viz, ſuch as have given ont a diſadvantagevus report of us (meaning 
the College) have done it, in a Sah, Jealouſy, for the Churches of Chriſt, 
wobich are ſupply'd from us. To which I anſwer, I then charitably tho't, 
this was true; but the very natural and eafy Connection there is be- 
tween your fo free Talk in your Journal, of fo great a Number of our 
Miniſters being unconverted, and a Defign to ſettle others in their Room 
(which I have fince the printing my faid Sermon, been, I think, ſuffi- 
ciently farisfied of) has given me quite another Tho't of you ; neither 


do I think my ſelf obliged to my former Charity for you, unkeſs you 


do all that lies in your Power to reſtore the Peace of our Churches, 
which certainly you do not, without your honeft Endeavours, that our 


Separatiſts, who are your great Admirers and zealous Followers, ſhould 


return to their Paſtors, whereby the Wounds. of Religion, which your 
Machinations have been ſo much the Cauſe of, may poſſibly be healed. 
 Warar, in my Sermon, immediately follows che above Quotation 
is, That you were miſtaken in that diſaduantageons Report you made of us ; 


"with regard to which you ſay, Pag. 12. nd be glad to find the 
Rev. Prefident was not miſtaken, when be undertook, from bis own Exomi- 


nation 


* 


e 
nation of Things, ſeven Months after, to aſſure that venerable Audience, on 
the Day of their Convention, that their Society hath not deſery'd the Aſper- 
ſions which have of late been made upon tit, either as to the Principles there 
prevalent, or the Books there read; Which Paſſage, I will not ſay, hath 
the Air of a Sneer; but this I will ſay, that I had made the Examina- 
tions I then affirm'd to, and found, that the Aſperſions upon us, as to the 
Principles there prevalent, and the Books there read, were unjuſt, And 
this, Sir, I challenge you to diſprove. 

AND now, Sir, ſuffer me to fay too, in my Turn, that I alſo ſhou'd 
be glad to find true, what the Rev. Mr. Whitefie/d ſo ſtrongly declates, 
Pag 21. where, after you have mention'd the Hint, as you call it, in 
the Rev. Mr. Clap's Letter, as if your Intention in coming to N. Eng- 
land, was to deſtroy the Order of theſe Churches, turn out the generality 
of their Miniſters, and reſettle them with others from England, &c. you 
ſay, ** ſuch a Tho't never enter d into my Heart,“ as to what follows, 
„ Neitber as 1 know of, has (it ſhould have been bad) my Preaching the 
leaſt Tendency thereunto,” It Tendency to diſſettle the Churches be here 
underſtood, you muſt be extreamly ignorant, what effect your preachi 
then had, or very partial in your Tho'ts of it, not to have the ſt 
Suſpicions, that it had that Tendency to an high Degree. 

Tax next Quotation you have from me, with which you ſo much 
flouriſh, is in Pag. 20, 21. Many no doubt have been ſavingly converted 
from the Error of their Ways, &c. | Theſe Things alſo, I then tho't to 
be true, but now freely acknowledge, I was then too ſanguine, and (to 
uſe ſome of your own Words) 4% Whether in Fat it was true or not, —— 
1 ought to have taken more Time before I delivered my Judement.” 

Al as, how was I deluded by Show and Appearance! And not only 
I, but multitudes beſides me, who no doubt would be as read y as I am 
now, had they a proper Occaſion for it, to ſay they have been ſorrowful- 
ly deceived ; and that whatever Good was done, hath been prodigiouſly 
over. balanced by the Evil; and the furious Zeal with which you bad fo 
fired the Paſſions of the People, hath in many Places burnt up the 
Vitals of Religion, and a cenſorious, unpeaceable, uncharitable Diſpoſition 
hath, in multitudes, uſurp'd the Place of godly Jealouſy, Indeed I do 
not think it proper to apply to this Caſe, that of the Prophet, How is the 
Gold become dim] how is he moſt fine Gold changed! As I think I did it 
appoſitely enough, in the forementian'd Sermon. Tho? you have intro- 
duced it, pag. 12. of v Anſwer to us, in a very improper Place; but 


I rather chooſe to ulg thug Cale, that trite Proverb, I/ is not all Cold o 
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bag ge for that many, however bright and Mowy they may appears 
cone evidence, by vartous'Coarſer Mixtures, and eſpecially a large 


Proportion of Braſi, that they arę no better than Counterfeits. 

Nor bar L wodd by any Means deny, that among the numerous Rab- 
ple mg ate io ond of heating you, qut of meer Curioſity, there may be 
unc eme enen Chriſtians very ſtrongly attach'd to you; and perhaps 
moreyetwhogrequently attend your preaching, leſt they might otherwiſe 
hinder the Succeſs which they imagine accompanies your Miniſtrations; 


mo ak the ſame Time they are not inſenſible of the great and deſtructive 


Maſchiefs that follow them; whoſe Conduct in this regard, however 
unaccountable, as I do not think it my preſent Buſineſs to tax as a Fault, 
lo-willJuch (I: truſt) be as far from taxing it as a Fault in me, that my 


Tho'ts in this Affair, ſo widely differ from theirs. 


As to What T have ſaid in the former Part of this Quotation, refer- 


ring to your perſonal Character, in thoſe Words (bottom of Pag. 20 


Thoſe t2w0 pious and valuable Men of God, who have been lately labouring, 
e, I hope I ſhall find an eaſy Pardon, ſince it is an Error on the right 


Hand (for ſurely an exceſs of Charity is much more excuſable than the 
defect of it) and ſincę alſo, you have made juſt the ſame Miſtake your 


ſelf, with reſpect to Mr. Commiſffary G— u, whom you tile in 
your Journal from Savannab to London, Pag. 21. A good Soldier of Feſus 
Chrift, tho' you tell him in that we have quoted, you look upon bim as an 
wnregenerate Man. But yet I ſhou'd have had much more Reaſon, I 
confeſs, to be aſham'd of this Matter, if I had ever pretended to main- 
tain, © That God at all Times, Circumſtances and Places, thi) never fo 
minute; and never\/o-particular, will, if we diligently ſeek the Aſiſtances of 
Bis Holy Spirit, give us the particular Afſiſtances we want; — and as plain- 
Ty dire -us bow to aft, as tho we. bad conſulted the Urim and the Thum- 
mim on tht" tigh Prieſt's Breaſt. Serm, Search. Script. Pag. 247. 

Ap now; having done with what in your Letter concerns me, in my private Capa- 
city, I beg} Rev. Sir, (with regard to the College) that, together with all your Bene- 
dictions and good Wiſhes for us, you would pleaſe to be To conſiſtent, as to, uſe that Ju- 
ice and Caution, as not haſtily to believe every Repreſentation of us .that is made to 
you, by ſuch as may pretend a godly Jealouſy for us, however credib/e you may think 
them; for that by ſuch a Conduct, you have already {whether you deſign'd it or not) 
"really injured: u, not à little, which, ue er |/ergiwen,” you cannot wonder if it has 
Siven great Umbrage to to us all, and to none more. than CO SL. 
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